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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Happy New Year to you, your families and the wider Laurance
Haines community.

What a really busy start to this term! It has been great to see
the vibrancy in learning as we head our way into the Spring
Term. Here is just a snippet of what has been going on.

We have thoroughly enjoyed welcoming everyone back to
school for the beginning of 2022 and the new school term. A
very special welcome to our new children and families who
have started nursery and the new staff who have joined the
team. We trust that you were all able to make the most of the
break from school with families and loved ones and that you
were not impacted by Covid. Unfortunately, a number of staff
began the festive period in isolation which led to the
cancellation of our INSET days. However, we have made
arrangements for some essential training in phonics and
spelling to be rearranged and delivered to the teaching team
on Monday 7th February - subsequently, school will be closed
on this day. Thank you all in advance for making alternative
arrangements for the children on this day.
In the week commencing the 28th February, we will be taking
the opportunity to celebrate the children's progress and
achievements form across the curriculum with you all through
our parent consultations. This will provide you with a valuable
opportunity to find out about your child's social and emotional
development in school, their all important progress in
academic learning and to touch base with the class teacher.
We will monitor the rise and fall of Covid cases over the
coming weeks before confirming with you all whether or not
these consultations will be held in school, over the phone or
remotely.
As shared with you last term, we have a vacancy for a parent
governor on our Governing Board. We invite parents who are
interested in taking up this role to put their names forward, or
to nominate another parent. Governors have a varied and
important role helping Laurance Haines School run effectively.
They have three core functions:
• Planning the strategic direction of the school
• Overseeing the financial performance of the school and
ensuring money is well spent
• Holding the leadership team to account
Should you have any questions about or any interest in
understanding the role more, please do speak with me on the
school gate or arrange an appointment with the school office.
Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

All of our children have enjoyed reconnecting back at school
after the break and it has been a joy to see.
In Nursery the children have been enjoying working in their
sketch books after being inspired by Mrs Green’s very own
sketch book! Reception have enjoyed reading Goldilocks
with some children able to retell the story to our Trust CEO,
James Roach, who was incredibly impressed. The children in
Year 1 have been enjoying the great outdoors and planting
bulbs which will hopefully spring to life in few months. Year 2
and Year 3 have been inspired by our Art Leader, Mrs Goss:
Year 2 have been exploring with water colours on ice and
with salt to explore texture and in Year 3 they have been
using their sketchbooks to document some learning from
their curriculum topic Contrast and Compliment. In Year 4,
the children have been leading the way with their topic on
Ancient Civilisations by independently researching about the
Ancient Egyptians. In Year 5 the children have been
searching for evidence in the allotment to see if there are
actually any garden dragons! In year 6, Charles Darwin has
been the influence as children have been classifying
creatures and discussing their evolutionary features.
Mrs Ball - Assistant Headteacher

Pictured: Massage in Team Yew last week!

BACK TO SCHOOL
Across the school, children have been settling back in
after the Christmas break. Here are some photos of the
learning that has been taking place across the school.
Nursery have also welcomed 15 new families this week!
The children have enjoyed their stay and play sessions
and are settling well into school.
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BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL
CLUBS
We are delighted to see how popular our new clubs have been.
There are still a few spaces
in the following clubs:

Creating patterns
and textures

Monday - (after school) - Street Dance - Years 1, 2, 3 & 4
Tuesday - (before school) - Girls Football - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
- (before school) - Ball Games - Years 3 & 4
- (after school) - Hockey - Years 5 & 6
- (after school) - Gymnastics - Years 3 & 4
Wednesday - (before school) - Dodgeball - Years 1 & 2
- (after school) - Football - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
Thursday - (before school) - Dodgeball - Years 1 & 2
- (before school) - Multiskills - Years 5 & 6
- (after school) - Multiskills - Years 3 & 4
Friday - (before school) - Netball - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6
- (before school) - Multiskills - Years 1 & 2
- (after school) - Football - Years 3 & 4
For more information and details on how to book
please visit our website:
clubs (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

REARRANGED INSET DAY
MONDAY 7TH FEBRUARYSCHOOL CLOSED
Unfortunately, a number of staff began the festive period
in isolation due to Covid-19 which led to the cancellation
of our INSET days. However, we have made
arrangements for some essential training in phonics and
spelling to be rearranged and delivered to the teaching
team on Monday 7th February - subsequently, school
will be closed on this day. Thank you all in advance for
making alternative arrangements for the children on this
day.

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

VACANCIES

DATES FOR THE DIARY

We currently have a vacancy for a Midday Supervisor at
our school. Please see the link below for more details
and to apply:
Job Adverts & Applicants (mynewterm.com)

A WARM WELCOME
We are warmly welcoming Ms Wilson and Mrs Eames to
Year 6 Willow. Ms Wilson is teaching in Willow alongside
Mrs Goss and Mrs Eames is supporting in class. We are
also welcoming Ms Kothary into Year 6 Walnut as their
new class teacher.

RECEPTION ADMISSION
DEADLINE

Back to School - Wednesday 5th January 2022
Deadline for Reception Applications - Saturday 15th
January 2022
Year 5 trip to Kidzania - Thursday 27th January 2022
Re-arranged INSET day -Monday 7th February 2022
Feeling Good Week - Monday 7th - Friday 11th
February 2022
Nursery Admissions Deadline - Friday 25th February
2022 at 9am.
Parent consultations - Week commencing Monday 28th
February 2022
Year 3 Dodgeball Inter-Trust Competition at Cherry
Tree School - Thursday 17th March 2022
Year 4 Hockey Inter-Trust Competition at Laurance
Haines - Thursday 24 March 2022

SOCIAL MEDIA

A reminder that the deadline for applying for a reception
place for September 2022 is tomorrow - Saturday 15th
January. Details for how to apply can be found below.

We share regular information and updates across our social
media platforms. You can find us on Facebook and Twitter.
Please find our social media handles at the bottom of this
page.

COVID-19 INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation and
keeping yourself safe can be found on our website Laurance Haines School - COVID
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)
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