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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

As we come to the end of another busy week at Laurance
Haines, it has been great to reflect on the opportunities
for learning for both children and staff. Over recent
months, we have been hosting forums for staff to share
important conversations around race, equality, diversity
and inclusion. Last week, we extended the conversation
to the teaching team as part of our training programme,
and we were able to develop a safe and brave space,
where an agreed language is being developed to support
staff to hold these conversations with children.

We have had a very busy and exciting start to the year and are
now enjoying the run up to Christmas!

We have planned some further training for the Spring
term which will support our staff's building racial literacy,
which in turn will provide the children with a safe and
brave space for learning around the protected
characteristics.
Thank you to all who were able to attend the Christmas
Fair on Saturday 27th November. It was simply brilliant to
once again be opening the doors to the wider community
and embracing the opportunity to further support the PTA.
I cannot thank our incredible PTA enough for their
tremendous efforts, planning and preparation which led to
such an enjoyable event. Our children loved getting to
see Santa and the various games that were on offer.
Thank you to all of the parents and staff who were able to
support. We raised a total of £1300 on the day which will
directly support the children in school. Our PTA will
welcome any support at future events in the new year.
We are constantly assessing the covid situation and
necessary risk assessments. At this stage, we are
planning for all events to go ahead but we will of course
keep you informed of any necessary changes to
arrangements throughout the final weeks of term. In the
meantime, please continue to remain mindful of the key
symptoms and keep yourselves and others safe. As
always, thank you for your continued support.

Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

We have loved welcoming all the new children to nursery and
reception, they have settled into life at LHS very well and have
all shown such resilience and determination.
The children in reception have been working really hard to
learn all the songs and lines for their Christmas Nativity a
‘Wriggly Nativity’. The children have really enjoyed getting into
character and learning about the Christmas story. The children
in nursery will also be performing some much loved Christmas
songs.
The Early Years outdoor environment is really shaping up
nicely with lots of amazing enhancements for our children. The
team have done a remarkable job of making all the areas look
so bright and exciting and this has inspired the children greatly
with their play and learning.
There are so many wonderful things happening in the Early
Years but here are a few: the children in nursery have been
sowing their own bean seeds to see if they to can grow their
very own beanstalk. This came after we read and discussed
the story of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ during our reading
sessions. The children in reception have learnt lots of new
skills this term, such as colour mixing, using split pins and
learning how to use different tools for a purpose. The children
have enjoyed their book of the week ‘Rainbow Fish’ and have
made their own unique fish. The large house has had a revamp
and the children are really enjoying playing mums and dads
and looking after their house. The children are currently
enjoying making lots of decorations and keepsakes for
Christmas.
We can’t emphasise enough about the importance of play and
exploration so that the children can strongly develop in all the
areas of learning. An enabling environment is key to the
children being able to reach their full potential and our EYFS is
doing just that!
Miss Rose - Early Years Phase Leader

YEAR 4 AQUARIUM TRIP
Year 4 had a fantastic trip to London to the Aquarium. The children loved
learning all about our Oceans which has enhanced their classroom learning.
The children got to see many sights on the coach on the way there and a
riverside lunch.

My favourite bit was
seeing
the
jellyfish
changing colour. I also
learned that there is 5
trillion pieces of rubbish in
the oceans. - Runako

I liked seeing the tunnel
with the sharks swimming
above us. I liked spending
time with my friends
outside of school and I'd
like to go again. Theodore

CHOIR CONCERT
Mrs Makinson and our school choir were honoured to be
invited to sing at the Herts Musical Memory Concert at St
Michael's and All Angels Church. This wonderful concert was
held for people with Dementia and their families.

A WARM WELCOME

DECO DAY

We would like to take this opportunity to
warmly welcome Ms Lai to the Laurance
Haines family. Ms Lai is our new teaching
assistant and she is working in Year 3.

Across the school today, children have been making
decorations. We look forward to sharing more photos of these
with you on the next Newsletter but here is a sneak peek!
Parents/Carers please ask your children what decorations their
class made.

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PTA

DATES FOR THE DIARY

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came and so
generously embraced the spirit of the event. We made a
whopping £1300 profit at our Christmas Fair.
This profit will of course be donated to The Friends of
Laurance Haines School (charity number 1184370) and will
allow the PTA to continue to buy the KS1 Birthday Books,
Year 6 Leaver Books (with a contribution towards their Leaver
Hoodies) and to be in a position to support the school’s
projects and experiences that they provide to all children at
the school.
It was wonderful to see the children enjoying themselves at
the Fair which would not have been the success it was without
the help of each amazing parent, staff member and Year 6
volunteer who gave up their time to help us prepare, setup,
run activities, tidy up and for donations of money and skills.
A final thank you, of course, to all parents and carers for
bringing your children along and for being so generous. A
HUGE thank you to everyone.
If you took any photos at the Fair that you are happy to share
we would love to see them. Please email them to
folhs@lhaines.Herts.sch.uk.

COVID-19 INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation
and keeping yourself safe can be found on our website Laurance Haines School - COVID
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

19

Deco Day - Friday 3rd December
Reception Cinema Trip - Tuesday 7th December
Flu vaccination (additional session) - Wednesday 8th
December
Reception Nativity - Thursday 9th December
Nursery Carol Concert - Monday 13th December
Christmas Dinner - Wednesday 15th December
KS1 Party - Thursday 16th December
Carol Concert - Friday 17th December
Nursery Mr Marvel visit - Friday 17th December
End of Term - 2pm Finish - Friday 17th December

MILK FOR SPRING TERM 2022
Please note that the introduction of free school meals to
all KS1 children does not include free milk. The following
arrangements apply:
Milk is free for all children in Nursery, and those in
Reception who were born after 2nd April 2017. Milk is
also free for children in KS2 who receive free school
meals.
For all other children you will need to pay if you wish for
them to have milk. The cost of milk for the spring term is:
£17.10. Payment must be made online via Arbor (found
under “trips”) by Monday 13th December 2021,
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