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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Over the past few weeks, our children have enjoyed a huge
range of meaningful learning opportunities that have been
providing them with life skills and developing their cultural
capital. Children in Year 5 and 6 have been building
confidence and proficiency in cycling and road safety through
Bikeability sessions. Some were deemed ready to navigate
the local roads whilst others made great progress on the
playground. Children across the school paused to reflect on
and learn about Remembrance Day. This year, as part of our
ongoing developments to make our curriculum more inclusive
and diverse, the children explored the different colours of
poppies and what they represent: black poppies for 'black,
African and Caribbean communities' contribution', white
poppies for 'peace' and purple poppies for 'animal victims of
war'.

Geography is the study of places and the relationships between
people and their environments. Geography Awareness week is
an annual celebration of all things GEOGRAPHY! Its aim is to
encourage people young and old to think and learn about the
significance of place and how we affect and are affected by it.
This week all the children across the school have enjoyed
participating in Geography Awareness week by hosting a range
of different lessons and experiences…

We were once again visited by our Hertfordshire Improvement
Partner, to take a deep dive into the provision of reading at
Laurance Haines. We received some positive feedback about
the focused teaching and learning in reading, which was skills
based and was taught through some cleverly planned and
appropriately selected texts. The delivery of phonics lessons
to our youngest children and children new to English is
developing and is supporting their readiness for reading
across the curriculum and for pleasure. Naturally, there are
some further developments that will shape our improvement
work moving forward. This will be focused on high-quality
CPD for the teachers to enhance the learning for children
across the school.
On Saturday 27th November, we will once again be hosting a
Christmas Fair, organised by our wonderful PTA. We rely
heavily on volunteers to help at the Fair so if you can spare
any time at all during the day on Friday 26th November or on
the day of the event, please email folhs@lhaines.herts.sch.uk
with your name, your child's name and year and your mobile
number. The Fair provides a really fun experience for the
children and all monies raised are donated to the Friends of
Laurance Haines School which then directly benefit all
children at the school, with previous funds supporting the
installation of a playground water fountain, birthday books for
KS1, leaver books and hoodies for Year 6, a Lego wall and
pantomime visits. Thanks in advance for your help and we
look forward to seeing you from 10am for the Christmas Fair.
Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

Reception: The children have read the story ‘The Journey Home’
and discussed all the different types of journeys we can make
across the globe. The children then made their own Paper
Mache globes to show the different countries that we are all
from.
Year 1: The children have explored climate change. The children
have learnt what climate change is and what it means for our
world. They have also looked into how they can look after our
world further by recycling and turning off taps and lights.
Year 2: The children have looked into what their Carbon footprint
of food produce looks like. They also created a world map
locating where all the different food produce comes from.
Year 3: The children have read the book ‘The Last Wolf’ by Mini
Grey. They spoke about why animals are endangered and how
we as humans can help them.
Year 4: The children have focused on the theme ‘I Belong’
linking it to the book ‘Me on a Map’ by Joan Sweeney. They
have thought about their cultural identity to create a booklet
about their house, city, country, continent and world that they
live in.
Year 5: The children have focused on the book ‘One Plastic Bag’
by Isatou Ceesay which is an inspiring true story of how one
African woman began a movement to recycle the plastic bags
that were polluting her community.
Year 6: The children have looked at the map of the UK and
thought of ways they can link it to their current topic WW2. They
thought about all the different cities that were bombed during the
Blitz. The children located the different ports and thought about
the surrounding areas and discussed why these areas are
particularly vulnerable to attacks from the Germans.
Miss Smart – Geography Lead

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION
We are excited to share our new library
books as part of our commitment to
equality, diversity and inclusion. The
books will support our children to see
themselves represented in the books,
helping them to connect with the
statement, "You see me, you hear me, I
belong". We look forward to the children
sharing these stories in school and at
home.

YEAR 6 LIVE HISTORY
EXPERIENCE
As part of their learning about primary and secondary
historical sources, Year 6 were privileged enough to have a
visit from Ms Heath, one of our school governors. The
children asked questions about WWII and the areas of
rationing, evacuation, growing up and memories of the war. It
was an absolute pleasure to hear about Ms Heath’s
experiences and to really cement the children’s learning of
what a primary source is and can be. A really big thank you to
Ms Heath for coming to visit both Walnut and Willow classes
in Year 6 and for sharing all of her memories, which have
enriched the learning of all the pupils.

WELLBEING CAFE
We are delighted to offer drop-in sessions for parents
and carers. These will be held every Friday from
2:00pm - 3:00pm starting Friday 19th November (term
time only) in the Pastoral Support room. The sessions
will be a place for a friendly chat and to offload and
unwind. It will also be a place to meet Mrs Goodall and
Mr Banks from the Nurture Team and get support, if
needed. Please sign in at the school office.

APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER
2022 ARE OPEN

CHRISTMAS
SECRET SHOP
As mentioned in our previous email, we hope to run a
Secret Shop for children only to go in to buy gifts. If you
have any unwanted on unopened quality items such as
toiletry gift sets or other items suitable to be given as gifts
for men, women or children that you would be happy to
donate for us to sell at the Secret Shop, please leave them
in the PTA donation box outside the school garage at
school drop off or pick up time.
We are so grateful for all donations received so far.

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS
Our wonderful PTA are requesting donations of outgrown
and unwanted Christmas Jumpers for our Christmas Fair. If
you have anything you would like to donate, please leave
these in the PTA donation box outside the school garage at
school drop off or pick up time.

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

DATES FOR THE DIARY

On Monday 8th November the full governing body of Laurance
Haines School were invited to spend the afternoon in school. The
Governors were able to watch lessons taking place, interact with
the children and discuss topics with the SLT and staff.
The visits to the classrooms were very instructional especially for
the new governors and those with a background outside of
education. The behaviour of the children was excellent and
extremely polite when asked questions by the governors. A wide
variety of lessons were observed and it was obvious from the
enthusiasm of the students they were enjoying the lessons.
The Governors had lunch provided by the school canteen and
some governors took the opportunity to sit with the children and
learn more about their attitude to school, again their responses
were very positive. We were impressed with the standard of the
food and the variation provided on a weekly basis.
For the rest of the afternoon we discussed the school’s nurturing
approach, marketing strategy, Health and Safety, the school
improvement plan, the Covid risk assessment and future plans for
the school with the SLT.
The day proved to be very successful and worthwhile and a similar
day is planned for the summer term.
The Governors would like to thank all staff and children for the
superb way they responded to a group of adults visiting them in
school.
Mike Dobner
Chair of Governors

MUFTI day for PTA - Thursday 25th November
Christmas Fair - Saturday 27th November 10am-1pm
Deco Day - Friday 3rd December
Reception Cinema Trip - Tuesday 7th December
Flu vaccination (additional session) - Wednesday 8th
December
Reception Nativity - Thursday 9th December
Nursery Carol Concert - Monday 13th December
Christmas Dinner - Wednesday 15th December
KS1 Party - Thursday 16th December
Carol Concert - Friday 17th December
Nursery Mr Marvel visit - Friday 17th December
End of Term - 2pm Finish - Friday 17th December

MILK FOR SPRING TERM 2022
We are in the process of arranging milk for the children
for the Spring Term. Full details will be emailed out
shortly.

COVID-19 INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in
our community. All of the latest advice on testing,
isolation and keeping yourself safe can be found on
our website Laurance Haines School - COVID 19 Coronavirus
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)
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