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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Welcome back to you all following the half term break.

Remember, remember the Fifth of November,
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot,
I know of no reason
Why the Gunpowder Treason
Should ever be forgot.

We have thoroughly enjoyed reconnecting with the children
again this week. It has been a week packed full of rich
learning experiences, which have highlighted the breadth of
our curriculum. Teachers have carefully weaved
opportunities for historical learning about Guy Fawkes and
the history of bonfire night throughout the curriculum.
Similarly, teams across the school have been learning about
Diwali, the Festival of Light, which is celebrated by large
parts of our school community - happy Diwali to you all. The
children have even learnt how to sign Diwali with Makaton.
The art experiences across the phases have provided
explosions of colour. Do follow our class teachers, staff and
school account on Twitter for regular updates about the
curriculum.
Mrs Furey and I, once again teamed up with secondary,
primary and special schools from across the county on the
Great Representation Programme. We explored ways to
support our children and staff to become racially literate and
will be sharing these ideas at our Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion forum next week as well as upcoming training for
the team in the near future. Our aim is for all of our
community to be able to connect with the following
statement: "You see me, you hear me, I belong." We look
forward to sharing further updates with you.
Next Monday, we welcome our Governors in to school for
our long-overdue Governor day. They will be meeting with
school leaders, talking with children and supporting us to be
strategic in our school improvement work. I'd like to take the
opportunity to thank Sheba Mensa, who has come to the
end of her term as parent governor. She has provided us
with tremendous support and friendly challenge, particularly
in the area of SEN practice. On behalf of everyone at
Laurance Haines, we thank her for the great commitment to
the school over many a year. Should you have an interest in
joining our governing board as a parent governor, please do
speak with me or the school office. It is a great role to be
truly involved with and committed to the school and its
journey of improvement and growth.

Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

This week the children across the school have enjoyed learning about
the history behind Bonfire Night held every year on the 5th November.
This celebration where people across the country gather around
bonfires and enjoy watching fireworks together is celebrated in
remembrance of Guy Fawkes and his fellow plotters attempting to blow
up the Houses of Parliament in 1605. To celebrate that these plotters
were found and prevented from going through with their plan, King
James I organised the first Bonfire Night celebration in 1606. It has
been celebrated on 5th November every year since then with effigies of
Guy Fawkes being burnt on a bonfire and a firework display.
Reception: The children made brightly coloured glittery firework
paintings and learnt about how Bonfire Night is celebrated.
Year 1: The children learnt the ‘remember, remember the 5th
November' rhyme and designed their own firework themed artwork
using sugar paper and paint.
Year 2: The children learnt the story of the gunpowder plot and wrote
their own versions of the story. Added to this, they made their own
effigy of Guy Fawkes which they then burnt on their very own bonfire
on Friday afternoon.
Year 3: The children learnt the story behind the gunpowder plot and
discussed the morality behind Guy Fawkes and his fellow plotters
actions. Looking in particular at the religious discrimination that James I
inflicted upon Catholics at the time. The children then created their own
comic strips of the story.
Year 4: The children learnt about the story of the gunpowder plot and
made their own firework based art work using oil pastels.
Year 5: The children will be learning about the gunpowder plot in their
reading sessions next week, exploring sequencing events, retrieval
and role play.
Year 6: The children focused upon recapping the historical events of
the 5th of November. They discussed the religious tensions which
existed between the Catholics and Protestants and the motivations of
the conspirators. The children then wrote speeches, from the
perspective of Guy Fawkes, to the rest of the conspirators using
emotive language, modal verbs and repetition in order to encourage
and persuade their fellow men to join the act before the night
The children are well prepared to share their learning with their family
members and are excited to enjoy the celebrations on Bonfire Night
this year! From all of the staff at Laurance Haines we wish you a safe
and happy Bonfire Night this weekend!
Miss Edwards – History Lead

YEAR 4 CAMPFIRE

READY STEADY COOK!

Year 4 had the fantastic opportunity to build a
campfire this week. Definitely a lesson to
remember - telling Native American inspired
myths round a campfire!

Key Stage 2 had a cook off this morning with our
caterers Chartwell's. It was full of laughter and
learning - an all round great experience in healthy
and sustainable cooking.

PTA EMPTY MATCHBOX COIN CHALLENGE
Wow! The creativity of our students never
fails to impress us. The children have all
made huge efforts decorating their
matchboxes to fill with loose change to help
support our wonderful PTA. Here is just a
small sample of the amazing, colourful and
creative matchboxes we have seen!
Don't worry if you have not yet done yours,
the deadline is Monday 8th November if you
would still like to take part.

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCY

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Our parent Governor Bathsheba Mensah has reached the
end of their term of office. We would like to take this time
to thank Bathsheba for her service to the school over the
last 3 years and wish her well for all future endeavours.
This now means that we have a vacancy for a parent
Governor within our school.
Governors support and challenge the school's leadership
and also help set the vision and strategic direction of the
school; hold the Headteacher to account over the School’s
performance and monitor the curriculum across the
school.
Parent governors do not need to be experts in the field of
education. Instead, what is needed is an interest in the
welfare of students together with the time and willingness
to be involved. There are around 6 meetings a year as
well as opportunities for training and development.
Typically the term of office is for 4 years. Anyone who has
a child on the roll of the school at the time of appointment
is eligible to stand (and you do not have to resign if your
child leaves during your term of office).
If you are interested, please contact Jenny Cannon at
jennycannon@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

School Photo Day - Wednesday 10th November
Odd Socks Day - Monday 15th November
Anti-Bullying week - Monday 15th NovemberFriday 19th November
MUFTI day for PTA - Thursday 25th November
Christmas Fair - Saturday 27th November 10am1pm

COVID-19 INFORMATION
A reminder, further to our email this week that we are
requesting all visitors to the school wear face masks,
unless exempt, to help reduce the spread of the virus.
We would like to thank all staff, parents and visitors for
their co-operation and support in this matter.
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation
and keeping yourself safe can be found on our website -

Laurance Haines School - COVID 19
Coronavirus Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)
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