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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

As we arrive at the end of an incredibly exciting and jampacked half term, the school staff have been reflecting on
the strength of voice our children have been demonstrating.
This isn't a new agenda for the school, rather a renewed
agenda as we return to further normalities with the positive
influence of our learning from our experiences of the
pandemic. Socially, our children have been making great
progress, developing all-important communication skills and
strategies to work with partners and groups again. Teachers
have carefully planned and weaved opportunities for social
learning throughout the curriculum.

Across the school, it has been lovely to hear the song of Spanish
greetings in both the morning and the afternoons across KS2. The
echoes of ‘buenos dias’ and ‘buenos tardas’ are two greetings that
both teachers and pupils alike are familiarising themselves during our
registration times. As part of celebrating an array of languages that are
spoken at LHS, our whole school language surveys have revealed that
our children speak a rich multitude of languages, showcasing how
fantastically multilingual our pupils are. Our whole school, ‘country
origin’ display, located alongside the Y3 classroom corridor, has started
to provide a brilliant insight into our vibrant school community, as it
showcases the diverse range of different countries and places our
pupils and staff herald from. What a truly fantastic thing this is!
At Laurance Haines, as our pupil’s transition to KS2, in order to begin
to prepare them for their onward learning journeys, the children begin
to explore and learn the modern foreign language of Spanish. Read
below to discover what the children in KS2 have been up to!
In Y3 in their weekly Spanish lessons, the pupils new learning has
been finding out how to meet and greet others, and beginning to use
simple phrases such as, ‘my name is’, and ‘I am …years old.’ The
children have also learnt their Spanish numbers and are enjoying
beginning to be able to start a conversation, by introducing themselves
and saying their ages.
In Y4 in their weekly Spanish lessons, the pupils have revised the
Spanish colours, numbers, days of the week and months of the year.
Their new learning has been focused upon naming different fruits and
vegetables in Spanish, all in preparation for conversations that could
take place at a Spanish market stalls!
In Y5 in their weekly Spanish lessons, the pupils have recapped their
previous knowledge of Spanish colours, numbers, days of the week,
and months of the year. Their new learning has been rehearsing and
beginning to converse with their partners in Spanish, by beginning a
Spanish conversation, starting with their own personal introductions.
How great!
In Y6, the children have recapped and explored all previous vocabulary
of Spanish colours, numbers, days of the week and months of the year.
The children are now getting to grips with describing different objects in
the classroom and thinking about classroom commands. The children
have also been thinking about how to greet, meet and engage in
conversation with each other, which has been absolute delight to
observe!
Across our KS2 classrooms, our teachers have also spent time
showcasing Spanish learning with their excellent Spanish displays,
incorporating key Spanish vocabulary and phrases. The next time you
are pop into your children’s classrooms please do take a look at these
fantastic walls. Here at Laurance Haines, we believe that celebrating
language learning is a truly fantastic thing. We really hope that you will
continue to support your children’s Spanish learning at home by
continuing to discuss your children’s Spanish learning with them.
Miss Haider – MfL Leader

Evidence of pupil voice has been seen, our Year 6 children
have demonstrated such nurture and responsibility with their
buddy work with Year 1's this week. The experience
provided opportunities for some of youngest children to read
with our eldest - this was a hugely positive experience with
children and staff commenting on the joy that it brought.
Everyone looks forward to repeating these experiences next
half term.
We are also feeling hugely proud of two children from Year
4, who represented the school at a Black History Month
event, hosted by the Hertfordshire Police Constabulary. The
children wanted to share their experiences as black children
and as members of our community. They spoke so
confidently about the racism that has existed in societies
around the globe over centuries and the racism that remains
evident in society today. They presented as the leaders of
tomorrow but they are certainly the leaders of today.
Teachers have been continuing their own personal learning
journeys with training in pupil voice and pupil agency. We
continue to provide opportunities for children to develop their
own sense of voice as they lead moments in their own
learning, both inside of school and out. Watch this space.
Finally, I wish to thank everyone who was able to join us
today for the Harvest Festival. It was a wonderful opportunity
for us to celebrate together, enjoying the performances of all
the children. Thanks to Mrs Makinson for her orchestration
of the event. Well done to all of our children too - what
voices they have!
Have a lovely half term break.
Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

SCHOOL BUDDIES
Our Year 6 and Year 1
children have buddied up to
share learning and play. They
met their buddies for the first
time this week and it was a
huge success. But don't take
our word for it, let's hear the
pupil voices...

Sareena (Year 6) - My buddy
is very energetic and
outgoing, I thought I would
show her new places and
things but she's showing me!

Ruhe-Zahra (Year 6) - I really enjoyed
playing and connecting with my buddy
today. I want to make a difference in my
buddy's future and help her to be good
at learning and enjoy it. I think this is a
really good thing to be able to come
down and connect with the younger
children.

George (Year 6) - I think
being a buddy helps us to
help the Year 1's read and
the different ages are a
good mix together. I had a
lot of fun.

Gabriella (Year 1) - I
didn't want to say
goodbye to my buddy

Suvana (Year 1) - My
buddy was really kind
to me and helped me.

RECEPTION CARNIVAL DAY
Our reception children had a fun filled day celebrating their very
own carnival. We think you will agree they all looked incredible!

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

HARVEST FESTIVAL

DATES FOR THE DIARY

There was an electric atmosphere in St Michael's church
this morning for our Harvest Festival. The children sang
beautifully and it was a real joy to see the whole school
celebrating together. One of the many highlights was
'Mangoes' by the Mango Heads as seen below who had
the whole church cheering. All donations of food for
Harvest Festival will be donated to Watford Food Bank
who help provide food for local families in need.

Harvest Festival - Friday 22nd October
Last day before October half term - Friday 22nd
October
Year 6 Secondary Transfer deadline - Sunday 31st
October
Back to School - Monday 1st November
School Photo Day - Wednesday 10th November
Odd Socks Day - Monday 15th November
Anti-Bullying week - Monday 15th NovemberFriday 19th November
Christmas Fair - Saturday 27th November 10am1pm

HALF TERM
We wish all of our children and families a safe and
enjoyable half term and we look forward to welcoming you
back to school on Monday 1st November.

COVID INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation and
keeping yourself safe can be found on our website -

Laurance Haines School - COVID 19 Coronavirus
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

A REMINDER
A polite reminder that the one way system remains in
operation and we should all be using this to reduce
congestion around school. Please also avoid walking
through the car park, particularly with children.
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