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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Open Evening was a huge success this week. We had
missed the opportunities to open our doors to the wider
community. Our staff and children felt immensely proud to be
able to showcase their teaching and learning, with the
children's work and the school environment demonstrating
the high standards of learning and the breadth of experience
our children are receiving. It felt very special to be able to
share conversations with parents who commented on our
brilliant support throughout the school closures of the
pandemic and our communication and care throughout. We
were also visited by a large number of prospective parents
who were enquiring about reception and nursery places for
September 2022 as well as parents of older children
enquiring about places for now. Should you have any friends
or extended families who are looking for school places,
please direct them to our website or the office where they will
be able to book a tour of the school. I'd like to take the
opportunity to thank our incredible team for their preparations
for the event and for helping all of our children to settle into
the rhythms of the school year.

National Poetry Day is an annual mass celebration of all things
poetry. Whether it be to enjoy poems together, discover new and
exciting poets or be opened up to new experiences, themes or
ideas, Poetry day - this year held on the 7th October - aimed to
enlighten the senses and broaden horizons.

Last week, Mrs Furey and I, represented the school at the
first seminar of Hertfordshire's Greater Representation
programme, with lectures and discussions focused on
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI). We continue to reflect
on how inclusive we are on all aspects of the school, from
recruitment to the curriculum. This work falls in Black History
Month which are teaching teams are using as a springboard
to having Black history taught throughout the curriculum and
throughout the years ahead. We also host our EDI staff forum
next week to continue to these discussions and move the
school forward. Should we have any parents keen to share in
these conversations, I'd be happy to hear form you.
We are looking forward to upcoming community events
where we can, once again, be together again. On Friday
22nd October we invite you to join us at St Michael’s Church,
Mildred Avenue, for our Harvest Festival. Please also keep
Saturday 27th November free as our PTA will be hosting our
Christmas Fair.

This year, children across the school, have been doing just that
based upon 2021’s theme of Choice and choosing a poem! The
day began with lots of conversation and enrichment of our love
of language and ended with poems being written and performed
across the school based on examples read in class during the
day.
Year 1 children read and text mapped an original poem by Mr
Tolliday himself, called ‘If I were an alien!’ They created actions
for each verse of the poem and held superstar performances to
an audience of one another’s classes.
Year 2 children wrote acrostic poems based on Rapunzel, a
character they have been learning about in class. They
considered her characteristics and wrote adjectives to describe
her appearance and personality, some shining examples can be
found on twitter for you to read.
Year 3 children were lucky enough to witness Mr Gray perform
his favourite poem to the year, which then inspired the children
to read a plethora of poems themselves. They considered the
intonation, rhythm and rhyme in their chosen poem before
performing them to the class.
Year 4 read the poem Which Wild One? by Poetry Day
Ambassador, James Carter. Children utilised their growing
knowledge of all things Native American to support their Road
trip USA topic and carefully selected their own Native American
animal to write about using Carter’s format as a model.
Year 5, who were currently studying suspense writing in English,
watched a silent, emotive short film and brought the visuals to
life in the form of suspense style metaphor poems whilst Year 6
immersed themselves in WW2 history further by writing black
out poetry. They used the text that they were currently reading
and selected the most appropriate vocabulary to create original
poetry with a very dark effect!

For a better future.

Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

It’s safe to say that the children are going home this weekend, a
poet in the making. Please continue to build upon this very
special day by sharing a poem as a family this weekend – or
better still, creating one about something you get up to. We’d
love to see them being performed to us next week!
Miss Banks and Miss Burrell, English Leaders

WONDERFUL WENZELS
We have partnered with Wenzel's bakeries this year who have very kindly
provided us with fresh bread to ensure our children can have toast at the toast
stations in their classes in the mornings. The children really benefit from the toast
stations, enjoying the social element of them as well as the very yummy toast
whilst learning new skills!
Please ask your children all about our newly renamed Wenzel's Toast Stations.

HELLO YELLOW DAY
It has been a sea of yellow throughout the school today as we
celebrate Hello Yellow Day where the children will be learning all
about mental health and support available to them.

CAKE SALE
The cake sale has been a roaring success
today! A massive thank you to everyone who
brought in cake donations. All money made
will be going to the Salvation Army.

NATIONAL POETRY DAY
National Poetry Day was celebrated all through the school with
some fabulous work from children across the board. Have a look at
these poems from some of our Year 2 children all about Rapunzel.
Year 5 also held a spooky poetry recital. Doesn't it look brilliant?

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

OUR MARATHON SUPERSTARS

DATES FOR THE DIARY

The big day was Sunday 3rd October and Mr Gray, Ms
Ball and Mrs Hall ran the London Marathon in some pretty
wet weather.
Harvest Festival - Friday 22nd October

We are all immensely proud of them and we are so
grateful for your donations so far. We are getting so close
to our fundraising target. Every penny counts and a little
can go so far.
If you would like to donate please follow the link below:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mrsballmrgray

Last day before October half term - 22nd October
Back to School - Monday 1st November
Christmas Fair - Saturday 27th November 10am-1pm

IT'S GOOD TO GROW
FREE gardening equipment for our school.
For every £10 you spend (in store or online) at
Morrisons, you’ll get a Grow Token to help our school get
everything they need to get growing. Download the
MyMorrisons app today to start collecting Grow Tokens
and choose Laurance Haines to donate them to.

COVID INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation and
keeping yourself safe can be found on our website -

Laurance Haines School - COVID 19 Coronavirus
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

OPEN EVENING WEDNESDAY
6TH OCTOBER
We had a fantastic evening on Wednesday for our Open
Evening - it was wonderful to see our school open to
parents and carers again.
Don't worry if you missed it though - we are running tours
throughout the rest of the year for our prospective parents.
Please share with anyone you know who is looking for a
school place for their child. Details can be found here:
www.lhaines.herts.sch.uk/openday
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