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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

School life is certainly in full swing.
Our children in Reception and Nursery are now settled into the
rhythms of the school day. They seem to be really enjoying
extended periods of play and learning inside and out. The
adult interactions across the team have helped to push the
children's learning on through the play. It is so exciting to think
about what and how the children will learn over the coming
years. Teachers across the school have been reflecting on the
successes of how the children have started in their new year
groups, with children working hard to present their learning to
the highest standards, setting the expectations for the rest of
the year.

What pupils have to say at Laurance Haines is so
important to the whole community. There are many ways
we are trying to improve the opportunities for pupil voice
across the curriculum and in addition we have some
incredibly important child led groups that support the
growth of our school vision.

Last week, our team of Governors gathered for the first
meeting of the year, and the first meeting to be held in person
since the beginning of the pandemic. We have been joined by
three new governors from the community who we look forward
to introducing to you over the coming weeks and months.
There was a real sense of togetherness felt by all as the
Governors acted as our critical friend to strategically develop
our curriculum and wider community work. The theme of
collaboration has also been evident in the work of teachers
and leaders across Laurance Haines, Beechfield and Cherry
Tree, as groups have come together to explore areas of the
curriculum to better the experiences of children across the
Inclusive MAT.
Our incredible PTA are once again hosting events in school for
our children, parents and staff. They invite you to join for a
'cuppa, cake and chat' on Friday 1st October when you have
dropped the children off to the classrooms. Please make your
way to the community room and they'll be there to greet you.

The last two weeks has seen the start of the 2021-2022
School Council group supported by Mrs Woodroofe, The
Eco Warrior Group, supported by Mrs Delginova and the
SNAG group supported by Mrs Green.
The School Council discuss wider school issues, taking
into account the views of their friends, and take their
issues and ideas to the school leaders to discuss. The
ideas and issues the children raise are taken seriously,
discussed with senior leaders and across the trust. The
last meeting’s focus was around ideas for the school’s 50th
Celebrations, working across the trust for collaboration and
also supporting with fundraising events such as next
week’s cake sale.
As an Eco School, our Eco warriors have an incredibly
important job to support our plight for better sustainability.
This involves so many different areas from ensuring that
we are switching off our lights and technology when we are
not using them, wider school issues such as litter in our
environment and paper waste to more global issues of
food waste and using recycled items. The last meeting was
focused on getting to know each other’s strengths, ideas
for future projects and what the expectations are of an Eco
Warrior.

We are very excited to be once again opening our doors to our
parents and wider community for this year's Open Evening on
the 6th October. We invite you to come and meet your child's
teachers, from this year and last, and take a tour of the school.
There will be opportunities to meet with the wider school team,
Governors, our PTA and of course get to speak with other
parents. Should you have any friends in the area with school
aged children, please invite them to come along and get a feel
for life at Laurance Haines - we really do have lots to
celebrate. We look forward to seeing as many of you there as
possible.

The SNAG group stands for ‘School’s Nutrition Action
Group’ and their main job is to be healthy ambassadors!
They spend time working together to improve how healthy
we are as a school by considering what’s in the packed
lunch’s, what goes into making a school dinner and how
we can improve our general health through good nutrition.
The last meeting was focused on healthy sacks at break
times and a mission to get fruit for KS2 breaks.

Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

Mrs Ball
Assistant Headteacher

MARATHON FUNDRAISING
It is now only 9 days until Mrs Ball and Mr Gray run the Virgin London Marathon for the Salvation Army. They have been
training hard over the summer holidays in all kinds of different weather and in total have run more than 300miles/500km over
July and August! They still have more than 200 training miles between them before the big day!
We do know that all the hard work is worth it as we will be able to donate a significant amount to the Salvation Army which will
in turn support our school community. We are so excited that the run will be in London and not a virtual run and this takes place
on Sunday 3rd October.
Thank you so much for your donations so far. We are so grateful for each penny as just a little can go so far. We are still quite
far away from our fundraising goal and we are asking for your help. You can donate at any time by following the link to our just
giving page. Please see the link at the bottom of the page. In addition we have the following fundraising events coming up for
our community.
We have the following fundraising events coming up for our community:
1st October: we will be holding a cake sale in school for the children and after school for our parents. We will be asking for
cake donations the week beginning 27th September and cakes will be available for the children to buy at break times on the
day.
8th October: Hello Yellow day for Mental Health! Children to bring in £1 and wear yellow on the day
15th October: Break the Rules Day! Children will be able to break some of the school rules that day like having juice in their
water bottle and wearing trainers to school amongst others. More details to follow

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mrsballmrgray

OPEN DAY - WEDNESDAY 6TH OCTOBER
We are so excited to welcome both current and prospective parents
and carers to our school Open Day. We are looking forward to
showing you around our school and for you to meet your children's
teachers.
Tours of the school may also be booked if you are unavailable to visit
for our Open Day. To book one of these please visit the website at

Laurance Haines School - Open Day
(lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

MARVELLOUS ME

SCHOOL OFFICE
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

DATES FOR THE DIARY

COFFEE MORNING

Secondhand Uniform Sale KS2 playground - 27th
September at 3pm
Meet the teacher open day - 6th October
Last day before October half term - 22nd October
Back to School - 1st November

ANNUAL PARENTAL CONSENT
If you have not yet done so, please could you login to
Arbor as you will need to read the Annual Parental
Consent information. You will find this under 'Notices'.

To give consent please scroll down to the bottom and
click on a green box called “give consent”.
Please contact the office if you need assistance with this.

WELCOME NEW STAFF
COVID INFORMATION
Please remember that COVID-19 is still spreading in our
community. All of the latest advice on testing, isolation and
keeping yourself safe can be found on our website -

Laurance Haines School - COVID 19 Coronavirus
Information (lhaines.herts.sch.uk)

A warm welcome to our new Governors and staff:
Mrs Mahinga - SEN 1:1
Ms Saleem - SEN 1:1
Ms Mortlock - School Governor
Mr Armoogum - School Governor
Miss Allen-Williamson - School Governor

CHARTWELLS VACANCIES
Chartwells, our school caterers are currently recruiting
for a variety of positions in their kitchens. Any
interested applicants should email
julie.forrest@compass-group.co.uk or call
07557215378. Thank you.
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