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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Welcome back to all of our children, families and staff! I'd also
like to extend the warmest of welcomes to our new families,
staff and governors - we are so pleased for you to join the
Laurance Haines family.

The children have been welcomed back to school with
vibrant and exciting learning experiences. Transition is so
important for the children and adults and we have invested
seven days at the start of this year to build relationships
and reconnect with one another.

I trust you were all able to make the most of the summer
break. I know that our staff team were in much need of the
break following months of quite remarkable effort through the
interruptions of last year and thoroughly made the most of the
much needed and much deserved break. It has provided us all
with a renewed energy to reopen school this week, supporting
our children to return to school, to reconnect and to look
forward with hope for a better future.

The children in the Early Years have been having
staggered settling in sessions across the week. It has
been lovely to be able to once again invite parents in to
support the transition process as we know this makes such
a huge difference. The children have had a wonderful
week exploring their inside and outside environments.

Our beginning of term has provided opportunity for our
children to get settled with their new teachers, and in some
cases new team mates, as well as new routines. We have
returned to elements of the school day that we have not been
able to enjoy for a long time, such as our children and staff
from different year groups being able to mix with one another
and the sound of singing returning to the classrooms and
school halls. Whilst we remain mindful of the safety of all and
continue to review risk assessments and contingency plans in
these times, we are simply delighted to be returning to some
normality.

Across the rest of the school, the children and adults have
been busy with setting up new routines, engaging in
‘getting to know each other activities’ and setting the class
rules for the year. This is such important work and we
know that good routines and clear boundaries make our
children feel safe and ready to learn. We are so excited to
be able to reintroduce the massage routine in all year
groups and Mrs Furey has been very busy modelling and
reminding children how to safely massage each other.
The children get so much from this therapeutic approach
and it offers just one strategy to release the all-important
‘happy hormones’ we have in our brains to make us feel
good.

The learning and communal environments throughout the
school are setup to provide the children with wonderful space
in which to learn in, and over time, will showcase the children's
efforts and tangible learning outcomes. We are looking forward
to once again opening our doors to our community on October
6th at 6pm, where we will be inviting current and prospective
families to come and meet our teachers and find out more
information about everything we provide our children. Please
look out for further details in the coming weeks.

There has been some important work on team building in
the older years and making spaghetti towers; some
learning about being kind and how to share kind comments
in KS2 and in KS1 the children have been writing about
their summer experiences and also designing team flags to
feel that sense of togetherness. We must not forget how
wonderful it has been for the children to be able to play
together again on the playground. The smiles on the
children’s faces has really been a highlight!

Here's to a brilliant year ahead!

Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

Mrs Ball
Assistant Headteacher

FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL

NURTURE DAY

It has been wonderful welcoming all of our new students to
our Laurance Haines family - We can't wait to watch you all
learn and grow.

Nurture Day on Thursday 9th September was a huge
success! Children across all year groups took part in
activities from massages to poems to sharing a breakfast.
Children throughout the school were really engaged with
all the activities which were based on the 'Six Principles of
Nurture'

As well as new students, we also warmly welcome the
following new members of staff:
Mrs Coakley - teaching in Hazel class
Ms Choudry - teaching in Elder class
Ms Amey - supporting in Yew class
Ms Green - supporting in Nursery
Mrs Simmons - joining the office staff.

BIKEABILITY
Bikeability Training Year 5
We are pleased to offer Year 5 children Bikeability Training at school in November at a subsidised cost of £12.50.
Please note, children will need to own a correctly sized bicycle and have their own helmet.
For full information please check your emails.
Advanced Bikeability Training Year 6
We are pleased to offer Advanced Bikeability Training for children that successfully completed level 2 Bikeability
Training last year.
Please note once again, children will need to own a correctly sized bicycle and have their own helmet.
For full information please check your emails.

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATES FOR
THE
DIARY
For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

COVID INFORMATION

DATES FOR THE DIARY

At school we are no longer responsible for contact tracing.
This is solely down to the NHS Test and Trace team.
Following advice, we will now send a text message via Arbor
to you if there is a positive case in your child’s class. It will
read ‘There has been a positive case of coronavirus in your
child’s class. If they develop symptoms please keep them off
school and book a PCR test’.
To reiterate the new guidance, members or close contacts of
positive or symptomatic individuals do not need to self isolate
unless they develop symptoms or test positive if any of the
following apply:
They are fully vaccinated
They are below the age of 18 years and 6 months
They have taken part in or are currently part of an
approved vaccine trial
Are not able to be vaccinated for medical reasons
As your child is under the age of 18 years and 6 months, they
do not need to self-isolate unless they show symptoms.
However, anyone with symptoms must self-isolate
immediately.
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are
recent onset of:
a new continuous cough
a high temperature
a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or
smell (anosmia).

Meet the teacher open evening - 6th October
Last day before October half term - 22nd October
Back to School - 1st November

SECONDHAND UNIFORM SALE
Secondhand uniform and books will be available on
Monday 13th September from 3pm onwards on the
KS2 playground.
We request a small donation to the Parent & Teacher
Association (PTA) for any items you may wish to take
away.
The PTA fund birthday books, leaver books, hoodies
and so much more for your children in school.
Uniform and shoes - From 50p upwards
Books - 10p each

PARKING
A polite reminder for parents and caregivers that the
car park is not to be used to walk through with children.
Please follow the one way system when dropping off or
collecting your child.
Also, please do not park on the double yellow lines or
the path on Vicarage Road. This is unsafe as it can
obstruct pedestrians.
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