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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

As we approach the end of term and the school year, there
has been a lot to celebrate. Teachers have been continually
assessing the great progress that children have been making
in lots of areas of their learning, as well as socially and
emotionally. This will have been evident in the children's end
of year reports which have been shared with all this week.

It’s all about Year 6! We thought we would pause and
consider our wonderful Year 6 for this spotlight and
celebrate their last year here at Laurance Haines. It has
been quite a year for them all. From starting back together
in the Autumn term after the first school closure to being
told in January that we would not be returning for several
months; to SATs once again being cancelled and then
returning from March 8th to resume the ‘in-school’ Year 6
journey, it is safe to say that our Year 6 teams have been
through a lot. They have had to experience more changes
and transitions than what would usually be expected of
them and we applaud their tenacity to achieve and their
resilience and commitment to their academic and
emotional progress. Here are just a few highlights from
across the year:

We were visited by our Hertfordshire Improvement Partner,
Joanna Di Bella, who has since shared her feedback with us.
Following a day of visiting classrooms, studying children's
books and sharing conversations with children, teachers and
leaders, she has shared a report that celebrates the school's
developments in the teaching of reading and our calm start to
ensure the children's readiness for learning each day. The
report highlights the success that carefully selected children's
texts have helped to develop a consistent and effective
approach to the teaching of reading, as well as the great
developments in our library, which we hope parents will be
able to visit again in safer times.
Our transition day was a day full of positive energy and hope
for the future. Children thoroughly enjoyed spending time with
their new teachers and classmates, getting to know one
another and sharing ambitions for the year ahead. This is a
key part of helping the children to feel ready for the change
over the summer and to start to build a relationship with new
teachers and support staff.
Today, our children have joined people up and down the
country in building up to Sunday's historic Euro 2020 Final,
with England fever hitting true heights. We expect and hope
that children and families will be together to watch this historic
final on Sunday night. Whether you are football fans or not, we
want to provide families with the opportunity to enjoy a later
evening. To support with this, we will be allowing children to
arrive at school between 8:40 a.m and 10:15 a.m on Monday
12th July. We will keep registers open until 10:30 a.m at the
latest to allow families a few extra moments in bed following a
later night.
Here's to a great final and a joyous end to term for our
children, families and staff!
It's coming home!
Sebastian Gray
Headteacher

The children have enjoyed some key learning this year.
During the Autumn term they immersed themselves in
‘World War II’, studying what it was like to be an evacuee
through role play. This experience of empathy led them to
reading ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ and forming their own
pieces of emotive writing and let’s not forget the beautiful
Blitz artwork. They didn’t stop there! Across the year, Year
6 have enjoyed salsa dancing and Mexican food with their
topic, ‘Hola! Mexico’ and an explosion of art and art history
in their topic ‘Portrait Galleries’.
The children showed particular resilience to using Google
Classrooms through the school closure and dedicated
themselves to their online learning. In addition, they have
thrived upon their return and this is evident as the teachers
have recently assessed their academic and social learning.
Let us not forget what it takes to perform in a school
production! The journey of ‘High School Musical’ has
enabled the children to celebrate each other’s strengths,
practise hard, show dedication and maturity! This
enthusiasm really shines through in the end result. We
thank you for the memories Year 6 and we know that you
are more than Secondary ready!

Mrs Ball
Assistant Headteacher

Activity Week Year 5
This week has been our Year 5 activity week. We have had
an incredible week! Fears have been faced, laughs have been
had and memories have been made. We have done so much
this week including; cartwheeling our way to Watford
Gymnastics club, getting bowled over at Hollywood bowl,
creating a colourful activity week uniform and enjoying a
scenic walk to Cassiobury park before cooling off in the
splash pools!
In the words of one of the children, "Activity week has been
an amazing week. I have loved having fun with all my friends
and will remember this forever!"

Ramadan
During Ramadan, Laurance Haines Staff and the wider
community raised over £770 for Nour-Al-Sham Foundation.
They provided Eid gifts for orphaned and displaced children
in Syria. As a recognition of this achievement, Nour -AlSham foundation sent a trophy as a thank you for such a
generous donation raised.

Bikeability
Attention to all Year 4!
Look out for information next week on an exciting Learn to
Ride course over the summer holiday in preparation for the
Bikeability Level 2 course running in Autumn Term 2021.

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATESThe
FOR
THE
DIARY
school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

COVID INFORMATION

DATES FOR THE DIARY

We must not forget that the virus is still out there in our
community. If anyone in your household develops any of the
following three symptoms, your whole household must isolate
and you need to arrange testing immediately.
a high temperature – this means you or your child feels hot
to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure
their temperature, but if your child’s temperature is over 38
degrees, this qualifies as a high temperature in addition to the
feeling hot to touch on their chest or back)
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for
more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24
hours (if you or your child usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this
means you've noticed you or your child cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal “For a
better future.” If someone in your household tests positive - all
members of your household and anyone the positive case has
had close contact with must isolate for 10 days from last
contact- this may include your support / childcare bubble. It is
essential that you inform us about any positive coronavirus
cases or symptoms of anyone in your household/bubble.

Open Evening - postponed
Last day of Term - 21st July - School finishes at
2:00pm
Back to School - 2nd September

MILK For Autumn Term 2021
For parents with children currently in nursery, reception
and years 1 - 5
The cost of milk for the autumn term is £21.90.
Nursery children moving up to reception class – If your
child was born after 17 December 2016 then they are
entitled to free school milk. If your child is 5 before 17th
December 2021, then you will need to pay if you wish
for them to have milk.*
Current Reception, and years 1 - 5 children – If you
would like your child to have milk then you will need to
pay.*
* Milk is also free for children who receive income
related free school meals. Please note that the
introduction of free meals for all KS1 children does not
include free milk.
To order milk payment must be made through Arbor by
Monday 19th July 2021. The payment is available
under “trips”. Please do not pay in to your child’s meal
account. Thank you.

Tel

Twitter

01923 233146

LHS_Watford

Email

Facebook

admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

Laurance Haines School

Web

