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WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

As we head into our Wellbeing Weekend and reflect on
yesterday's celebration of National Thank a Teacher Day, I'd
like to open this week's headlines by sharing our thanks to the
incredible team of teachers here at Laurance Haines. Day-in
and day-out they work tirelessly to provide our children with the
most incredible learning experiences, with equal measure of
high expectation and pure fun! There is no doubt that they have
had to work under extreme pressure over the pandemic and
since our children have returned school. Now we are back into
the rhythms of the school day following the closure earlier in the
year and the pace to our learning has returned, our team of
teachers continue to provide our children with a safe and
engaging environment where they continue to grow. Thanks to
our brilliant team of teachers!

Spotlight on learning – a focus on the Early Years
Foundation Stage

I hope that you all enjoy the wellbeing weekend with your
families and friends. Remain safe, and we look forward to
welcoming the children back to school on Tuesday.

Rain does not stop play here at Laurance Haines! The
start of the week was rather wet and windy but we carried
on giving the children the best sports days we could. A
huge thank you to Mrs Senior and Mr Kelly for organising
these events across the week – the children from Nursery
to Year 6 have had the best time. The children have learnt
and practised skills such as balance, agility, throwing and
catching, running, aiming and strength. For some of our
children it is a great opportunity to show off what sports
skills they have learnt across the year and of course a
chance to be competitive, be part of a team and cheering
friends on when they need a push. Please do take the time
to look at the school’s twitter feeds as there are so many
photos for parents to look at.
There has been so many other things going on across the
last two weeks. Here is just a snap shot: in the Early
Years Foundation Stage the children have been catching
the rain to see what the rainfall was and listening to the
sounds as it hit the pots and pans. They have also been
using a variety of different mediums to create jungle
collages and been pretending to be the characters from
the book ‘Rumble in the Jungle’ by Giles Andreae. In Year
1 the children have been reading for pleasure in the library
and in their jigsaw lessons seeing how we grow and
change as we get older. The children in Year 2 have also
been reading and creating scented play-dough using a
variety of different herbs. In Year 3 the children are
immersed in their topic Scrumdiddlyumptious! And have
been learning all about chocolate – sounds delicious! In
year 4 the children have been working hard on their
stamina in reading and are working on reading for as long
as they can with no distractions. They have also spent
some time thinking about how to stop cyber bullying. In
Year 5 the children have been exploring air resistance,
making parachutes and designing experiments to test their
validity. Poetry has been the theme in Year 6 with the
children writing poems that reflect the feelings centred
around cyber bullying and how to form safe behaviours
around being online.
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With the rise in cases of the delta variant both nationally and
locally, we are having to remain cautious in our lifting of
restrictions across the school and across the Trust. We have
made the difficult decision to cancel our Open Evening and our
indoor events for the Year 6 Performance, prioritising the safety
of our children and staff. In the coming week, we will be sharing
further information with you all about the Year 6 performances
that we hope to be able to host outside. Like last year, we will
be sharing the children's end of year reports with you
electronically in the week of the 5th July, as well as information
about your child's team and teacher for September 2021.
Despite the fact that we have not been able to invite you into
school to join us for some events, we have managed to provide
some normality and great experiences for our children in
school. This week our children from Nursery through to Year 6
have been competing with each other across a range of
sporting events, representing themselves and their houses, as
part of our Sports Week festivities. In an Olympic year, it is very
exciting to imagine the sporting potential that some of the
children have demonstrated and where this will lead them in the
years to come. Thanks to Miss Senior and Mr Kelly for their
preparations and organisation across the week.

SPORTS DAY

PenPal project

We have had an absolutely fantastic Sports Week! We have
been bowled over by the enthusiasm, team work and effort
you have all put in. The children have had a great time
during our carousel of activities and have managed to earn
lots of points for their House teams! Well done to Nursery
and Reception, who didn't let the rain dampen their spirits.
We were very relieved to see the sun shining for Year 1 and
2 on Tuesday.

During the past few weeks, Year 3 have been part of an
incredibly exciting penpal project. They have been
exchanging letters with a school in Cagliari, Italy. Upon
receiving their letters a few weeks ago, they have been
writing their responses and asking their penpal lots of
questions about themselves and their school life! The
children in Italy wrote beautifully decorated letters, telling the
children of Year 3 a bit about themselves and asking them
questions about their favourite hobbies, colours, foods etc.
They discovered some similarities between the two schools
and that they also have coloured house teams too! Year 3
have been so excited about this project and cannot wait to
hear back from them again soon!

It has been such a shame that our school community were
not able to spectate at the events this year due to COVID,
however we hope you have enjoyed all the pictures being
posted across Twitter.

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATESThe
FOR
THE
DIARY
school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

COVID INFORMATION

DATES FOR THE DIARY

We must not forget that the virus is still out there in our
community. If anyone in your household develops any of the
following three symptoms, your whole household must isolate
and you need to arrange testing immediately.
a high temperature – this means you or your child feels hot
to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure
their temperature, but if your child’s temperature is over 38
degrees, this qualifies as a high temperature in addition to the
feeling hot to touch on their chest or back)
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for
more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24
hours (if you or your child usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this
means you've noticed you or your child cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal “For a
better future.” If someone in your household tests positive - all
members of your household and anyone the positive case has
had close contact with must isolate for 10 days from last
contact- this may include your support / childcare bubble. It is
essential that you inform us about any positive coronavirus
cases or symptoms of anyone in your household/bubble.

Wellbeing Weekend - School Closed - 25th June 28th June
Open Evening - postponed
Last day of Term - 21st July - School finishes at
2:00pm
Back to School - 2nd September

SCHOOL MEAL PRICE INCREASE
As Chartwellls continue to provide our children with
hot nutritious lunches, we must inform you of
updated costs of these meals for September 2021.
In line with inflationary rises across produce and
deliveries, the new cost will be £2.30 per meal.
Thank you in advance for your patience and
understanding
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