NEWSLETTER
11TH JUNE 2021

WELCOME

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

The arrival of the sunshine has brought real life to our summer
term. I understand that many of you will have enjoyed further
freedoms over the half term break, reconnecting with family and
friends. In school, we have taken a more cautious approach
with the rise of cases across Watford, including the cases at
Cherry Tree School before half term, yet our children and staff
have enjoyed a host of learning experiences inside and outside
of the classroom.

Spotlight on learning – a focus on the Early Years
Foundation Stage

Yesterday, we were joined by the incredible team from Electric
Umbrella. The team provided us with the most spectacular
concert with both singing and dancing and children and adults
saying it was 'simply brilliant. Electric Umbrella is a registered
charity challenging the perception about people with learning
disabilities and enriching and empowering lives through music and it certainly did that! The morning was spent sharing
meaningful social interaction and celebrating diversity. The
energy across the morning was euphoric as they enjoyed songs
such as "Dance like no one is watching and Sing like no one is
listening".
To further support our local community, Year 5 have been litter
picking across at Harwoods Park. This follows on from some of
our staff going over weekly to support with keeping the park
looking as it should and spreads the eco message to look after
our environment.
Despite the feeling of some further freedoms from the
Pandemic, it is right that we remain cautious with an everchanging picture of the transmission rate. With this in mind, we
have sadly decided to run our sports week without inviting
parents along to spectate. The children will still get their sports
day full of excitement and challenge and the staff will be out to
cheer them along. Similarly, we are reviewing plans for our
Open Evening on Monday 5th July. It feels likely that to ensure
the safety of all, we will once again be emailing the reports out
on the evening of 5th July. We will confirm this in the coming
weeks once the Government have announced their plans with
the lifting of restrictions.
Mr Gray
Headteacher

What a busy start to the last half term of the year! It’s so
lovely to be experiencing some welcomed sunny and warm
weather and this has certainly been seen in the Early
Years. We may have mentioned it before but it’s worth
mentioning again how wonderful the Early Years outdoor
environment is after a recent makeover. Ms Rose and the
team have done a remarkable job of making all the areas
look so bright and exciting and this has inspired the
children (and the adults!) greatly with their learning.
There are so many wonderful things happening in the
environment but here are a few: the children have been
planting seeds and plants to nurture and think about what
living things need to grow. The stage area has had a
revamp and the children are frequently using this area to
put on shows, dressing up and using microphones. The
construction area and mud kitchen are extremely popular
play areas where the children are building language skills
and mathematical understanding. Speaking of which,
there are also some wonderful maths and literacy areas for
the children to explore too to enhance their language
fluency and understanding of shape and number. Children
are able to create their own music in the musical area and
they are learning how to play games which is supporting
their social skills and turn taking. Speaking of turn taking,
let us not forget the new addition of the swing!
Due to our one-way system for entering and exiting the
school site all children and parents have the opportunity to
walk through the Nursery and Reception setting and we
urge you to take a few seconds to look around you as you
won’t be disappointed! We can’t emphasise enough about
the importance of play and exploration so that the children
can strongly develop in all the areas of learning. An
enabling environment is key to the children being able to
reach their full potential and our EYFS outdoor area is
doing just that!
Mrs Ball
Assistant Headteacher

SCOOTERBILITY
Year 2 have taken part in Scooterbility this week. They have
been learning about road safety such as what dangers to
look out for and how to use their scooters safely. The
children have enjoyed their sessions and a big thank you to
Cathy from Hertfordshire Active and Safer Travel.

NATIONAL SCHOOL BUSINESS
LEADERS DAY
National School Business Leaders Day, this Friday 11th
June, has been created by sector professionals to celebrate
the incredible contribution School Business Professionals
make to their schools and the wider community.
As a Trust, we want to take this opportunity to thank our
School Business Officers and their teams for the vital role
they undertake and the contribution they make to our school
community. Each member of this team strives to make a
positive difference to the lives of children in our Trust.
Thanks to Jenny Cannon, our SBO here at Laurance Haines
School.
The role of the School Business Officer is vast. They deliver
whatever comes their way! Their official role covers finance,
HR, admin, marketing, procurement, and fundraising.
Informally, they turn their hand to photocopy repairer,
counsellor and nurse. Despite the breadth and consequent
busyness of the role, they take it in their stride with a smile
and a professional outlook. They demonstrate business
skills which truly adds value to school improvement
planning.
So, a massive thank you to our SBOs and their teams for
the incredible work you do each day!

SCHOOL MEAL PRICE INCREASE
As Chartwellls continue to provide our children with
hot nutritious lunches, we must inform you of
updated costs of these meals for September 2021.
In line with inflationary rises across produce and
deliveries, the new cost will be £2.30 per meal.
Thank you in advance for your patience and
understanding

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATESThe
FOR
THE
DIARY
school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

COVID INFORMATION

DATES FOR THE DIARY

We must not forget that the virus is still out there in our
community. If anyone in your household develops any of the
following three symptoms, your whole household must isolate
and you need to arrange testing immediately.
a high temperature – this means you or your child feels hot
to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to measure
their temperature, but if your child’s temperature is over 38
degrees, this qualifies as a high temperature in addition to the
feeling hot to touch on their chest or back)
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for
more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24
hours (if you or your child usually have a cough, it may be
worse than usual)
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this
means you've noticed you or your child cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal “For a
better future.” If someone in your household tests positive - all
members of your household and anyone the positive case has
had close contact with must isolate for 10 days from last
contact- this may include your support / childcare bubble. It is
essential that you inform us about any positive coronavirus
cases or symptoms of anyone in your household/bubble.

Upper KS2 Disco - 18th June
Sports Week -21st June
Wellbeing Weekend - School Closed - 25th June 28th June
Open Evening - 5th July
Last day of Term - 21st July - School finishes at
2:00pm
Back to School - 2nd September

SCHOOL DISCOS
We are delighted to confirm that the Parents
Association of Laurance Haines have organised
bubble safe discos for the summer term.
Friday 18th June
Year 5 - 3.30-4.30pm
Year 6 - 5:00-6:00pm
Letters have been emailed out

WELCOME
Big welcome to Alpona Islam who is our new Midday
Suppervisory Assistant and Julie Garcia who will be covering
for Lydia until we find a permanent replacement.
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