NEWSLETTER
21ST MAY 2021

WELCOME
Dear Laurance Haines Family,
What an action-packed few weeks it has been for the Laurance
Haines family!
Last Friday, we experienced a small electrical fire and needed the
support of the local fire brigade. Whilst I recognise that this sort of
event is one that we'd all wish to avoid, I'd like to take the
opportunity to thank our children and staff for their swift and safe
actions to exit the building and remain calm. We practise for these
events at least termly, which certainly helped us all to act in the
safest way last week. We were also able to use our cloud-based
management system to reach out to parents whilst we were
without power - thank you to you all for your swift action and
patience. A technician was on site to attend to the fault on the
afternoon, which I am pleased to report, has now been addressed.
This week, like people up and down the country, we have been
able to enjoy further freedoms in the outside world, and in school
we have too. Our children have been thoroughly enjoying catching
up with friends from neighbouring year groups as we extended the
bubbles to phase bubbles. This has provided further opportunity
for development, where children are starting to demonstrate a
security personally, socially and emotionally, which will be
essential for academic progress. An example of this social
learning has been evident in our continued Eid celebrations this
week with our children and staff enjoying Eid picnics. The children
have been learning about the tradition of this festival and have
created beautiful arts and crafts as well as designing henna.
These events have followed a special lunch that was provided by
some of our staff for the wider staff team. We took the opportunity
to raise funds for the Nour Al-Sham Foundation who directly
support children in Syria.
Our staff have been able to enjoy the company of each other more
this week with the lifting of restrictions. Amongst other things, this
provided an opportunity to hold another equality and diversity
forum, where our staff were able to reflect on our practice as a
school. Curriculum development is an area where we are planning
for further diversity and a better representation of the world our
children are growing up in. Please watch this space.

Mr Gray
Headteacher

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
Another really busy fortnight here at Laurance Haines school.
Much of our learning over the last few weeks has been
around celebrations! Eid Mubarak to everyone who celebrated
with their families and friends.
Eid-Ul-Fitr is a celebration that marks the end of fasting. It is a
chance for Muslims to thank Allah SWT (God) for the strength
that he gave to those fasting in Ramadan. Ramadan
encourages self-discipline, giving and forgiveness.
In the Early Years the children have made an array of
different decorations to celebrate including lanterns, paper
chains, Mendi patterns and bunting. The children in Year 1
made their own crackers to have when they enjoyed some
delicious celebration food. Year 2 have been super busy
making their very own Eid decorations with the addition of
creative henna patterns. Well done! In Year 3 the children
created some stain glassed windows that featured the
crescent moon and star. Year 4 have spent time making
sandwiches for their Eid party, thinking carefully about the
variety of fillers they could use and how they could make their
instructions precise and easy to follow. Year 5 enjoyed
making an array of fluffy tassels and colourful lanterns which
have been hung up around the lower hall. Keep an eye out for
them! Year 6 have created some incredible Eid bunting and
decorations inspired by Islamic Art and Calligraphy.
Across the school, the children have been celebrating with Eid
picnics, dancing, and music. Classes have created beautiful
learning around the celebration. Our kitchen staff also created
a delicious range traditional Eid inspired foods - thank you, it
was delicious. I have enjoyed observing the various
immersive routes that teachers have taken for Eid and seeing
all the lovely hands-on learning experiences shared via
Twitter. They have brightened my day. Please do keep
sharing on Twitter!
Taken over by our RE Lead Miss Ali

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATESThe
FOR
THE
DIARY
school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

BEDDING PLANTS DONATION

DATES FOR THE DIARY

The Nursery would like to thank Carpenders Park Garden
Centre for their generous donation of bedding plants for
our garden area.
We are very excited to share this lovely experience with
our Nursery children and see our plants grow over the
summer.

EYFS Disco - 28th May
Half Term - 31st May to 4th June
Upper KS2 Disco - 18th June
Wellbeing Weekend - School Closed - 25th June 28th June
Prom in the Playground - 16th July (details to
follow)
Year 6 Cassiobury Park Trip - 12th July (details to
follow)
Year 6 Sleepover Party - 14th July (details to
follow)
Nursery Graduation - 19th July (details to follow)
Last day of Term - 21st July

FAREWELL
Next week, we will be saying our farewells to Ms
Desmond. She has been a central part of our admin team
before which she had supported us with some of the
event planning and resourcing for our Erasmus project,
launched in January 2020.
We wish her every success and happiness for her new
role and look forward to welcoming a new member of the
team later on in the term.

Inset Day - School Closed - 1st September
Back to School - 2nd September

SCHOOL DISCOS
We would like to say a very big thank you to our
wonderful PTA for organising our first social
events this term.
So far years 1, 2, 3 & 4 have had their events and
its been wonderful to see our children enjoying
themselves.
Friday 28th May
EYFS - 3.30-4.30pm
Friday 18th June
Year 5 - 4.30-5.30pm
Year 6 - 6-7pm
Further details will follow.
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