NEWSLETTER
WELCOME
Dear Laurance Haines Family,
We have arrived at the end of our Spring term - and what a
special term it has been! Following weeks of remote learning
and brilliant parental support, our children have thoroughly
enjoyed being back in school over the past three weeks. Being
reacquainted with their friends and their teachers has been a
real highlight for all, with the social connection being a real focus
for our school community both now and beyond the Easter
Break. Children across the school have been taking part in
learning activities to provide vital information for the teachers,
which will inform the planning and preparation of lessons across
the Summer term.
As we look ahead to warmer months and further freedoms for
our children and families, we will be looking to reinstate some
elements have been missing from our school offer. Most
importantly, we look forward to events where we will be able to
welcome you back in, to feel better connected with your child's
learning journey at Laurance Haines. Whilst we continue to
prioritise the safety of all and remain socially distanced, I'd like to
thank you all for your continued support and for remaining as
connected as possible with the teaching team. We invite you to
join us virtually for some parent workshops around Relationship,
Sex Education and Health Education in the second week of the
Summer term. As with all that we do, our partnership with you, is
key to the development of the children.
You'll have seen from the constant stream of experiences
shared via Twitter and Facebook that our children and staff have
been very busy with reactions to mystery boxes arriving in
classrooms, erupting volcanoes, visits from the Mayor and the
recognition of our continued work as National Nurturing School.
No two days are ever the same, which makes for some truly
memorable moments for children and staff. If the excitement of
the last few weeks is anything to go by, we're in for an incredible
Summer term.
Our PTA have had limited opportunities to raise all important
fund for the children and the school through the past year.
However, they are excited at the prospect of upcoming discos in
the Summer term and other events to follow. Thank you to the
team for their continued support. We ask kindly that you
continue to support them by taking part in these events. Some
further fundraising for our wider community will also be a focus
through the coming months as Mrs Ball and I prepare for the
London Marathon, where we will be raising money for the
Salvation Army.
Happy Easter to you all. Wishing you all a safe and restful
break.
Mr Gray
Headteacher
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
What a term! Despite our challenges and limitations over the past
months, we have had a really action packed term full of the love of
learning. Across the school we have enjoyed learning across the
entire curriculum but in light of us being reaccredited as a National
Nurturing school, we thought it would be fitting to celebrate the
wonderful learning we do across the school.
Across the school closure and now we are back, nothing has been
more important than the children’s mental health and wellbeing. The
staff at Laurance Haines worked hard during the closure to include
meaningful wellbeing learning despite the distance with remote
learning. Now we have returned, children across the school have
been given time to talk and socialise which has supported them all
with reconnection and growing their relationships.
Across the Early Years, the children have been enjoying story time
and talking about wellbeing. The children also have a jar of hopes
with all their dreams for the future. They have also been working on
discussing feelings and what to do when big feelings come.
In Year 1, the children have been inspired by books that promote
wellbeing and enjoyed making dreamcatchers. They have enjoyed
daily circle time activities and some delicious class breakfasts.
In Year 2, the children have used The Zones of Regulation both on a
Jamboard and in the classroom so that staff can really understand
how the children are feeling and support their readiness for learning.
The worry monsters have also been busy eating worries and helping
children share things that they find difficult to talk about.
In Year 3, the children have been reconnecting in the playground by
learning a number of different playground games which they are
thoroughly enjoying. They have also enjoyed the extended calm start
to encourage important time to talk.
The children in Year 4 had dedicated time during the Google Meets
to discuss any problems or worries and since returning to school,
they have had many ‘Lego breaks’ to reinforce teambuilding skills
and sharing ideas and resources.
In Year 5, the children have been designing a leaflet about how to
take care of their mental health and been involved in lots of role play
to discuss feelings and what these feelings might look like in each
other.
In Year 6, during the closure, the children have been able to tap into
the ‘Looking after YOU’ section of the Google Classroom to inspire
and support them with their mental health and wellbeing. Since
returning to school the children have been having tapping sessions
to relieve any feelings of anxiety.
And let us not forget about the toast! All classrooms across the
school have a toaster and supplies of bread and butter. We know
that food brings us together and that children with a full tummy will
learn better. Toast also takes time to make! What better thing to do
whilst we wait for our bread to toast, than to talk!
Mrs Ball
Assistant Headteacher

SCHOOL OFFICE
DATESThe
FOR
THE
DIARY
school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

COMIC RELIEF - RED NOSE DAY
Last Friday we celebrated Red Nose Day for Comic
Relief, raising over £850 through dress down, red nose
sales and a staff bake sale.
Our children had a wonderful day, reception wrote
letters to their loved ones, Year 1 become superheros
for the day and Year 4 researched alternatives to
plastics and had a wonderful talent show!
Thank you to Mrs Woodroofe and Ms Delginova for
promoting this cause within our school.

MEET MEGAN THROP

ERASMUS+

My name is Megan and I am the Educational Mental
Health Practitioner at Laurance Haines. I will be working
at school on Thursdays. I am working as part of the
Watford Mental Health Support Team to help improve
young people’s mental health and wellbeing. I will be
providing 1:1 parent support sessions, group work,
assemblies and workshops to support children with
anxiety and challenging behaviour.

Covid-19 has temporarily put a stop to our Erasmus
project, but that has not stopped us from learning about
our friends in Italy, Spain, Romania, Lithuania and
Hungary! Over the last month, the children in Year 5 have
been busy working together, writing scripts and acting to
create a presentation to share with our partner schools
across Europe. Karol and Emily spoke about the Harry
Potter Studios and, although they found it strange
watching themselves back on screen, they loved that they
had taught others about a Watford landmark. Thanks to
Haziq, there was even a visit from the Queen! We are
very eager to try some of the food in Italy since watching
their presentation and can’t wait to physically be able to
visit these countries. The children would love to give their
thanks to Mrs Makinson and Miss Ali for supporting them
to make their presentation.

A little bit about me:
I have always had an interest in helping people to feel
happy, so I decided to study Psychology at university. I
graduated in 2018 and since then I have worked in
adult mental health and also as a learning support
assistant working with special education needs in a
secondary school. I really enjoy working with children
and their families to support them towards positive
mental health.
In my spare time I enjoy going for walks, travelling by
exploring different countries and I love to cook and
experiment with all different types of food.

UNSUNG HEROES
Earlier this week the Mayor of Watford Peter Taylor
and Chairman Cllr Aga Dychton visited our school to
present our Nurture leader, Mrs Goodall with a
certificate and hamper for her outstanding work over
lockdown.
Mrs Goodall was instrumental in delivering countless
food and care packages to vulnerable families and
children throughout lockdown and beyond.
For the full story click here.

COVID INFORMATION
Please can all parents/carers refer to our letter sent last
week regarding how to report cases of COVID over the
Easter break; as well as information for all
parents/carers to order or collect a COVID test kit for
your family.
This letter has a lot of important and very useful
information for everyone in our school community.
Click here

SCHOOL DISCOS

DATES FOR THE DIARY

We are delighted to confirm that the Parents
Association of Laurance Haines have organised
bubble safe discos for the summer term.
Friday 7th May
Year 1 - 3.30-4.30pm
Year 2 - 5-6pm

End of Spring Term - 26th March - finish between
1.40-2pm
INSET DAY (School Closed) - 12th April

Friday 21st May
Year 3 - 3.30-4.30pm
Year 4 - 5-6pm

Eco Focus - 16th April

Friday 18th June
Year 5 - 4.30-5.30pm
Year 6 - 6-7pm

KS1 Disco - 7th May

Further details will follow after the Easter half term.

Bank Holiday (School Closed) - 3rd May

Lower KS2 Disco - 21st May
Half Term - 31st May to 4th June

THANK YOU TO SEWA DAY

Upper KS2 Disco - 18th June

The staff at Laurance Haines School would like to
extend their thanks to Sewa Day Watford who
kindly delivered a hamper for our staff.

Wellbeing Weekend - School Closed - 25th June 28th June

"We at Sewa Day Watford would like to show
some appreciation as Essential workers during
these unprecedented times. Please accept a small
token of gratitude from all volunteers at Sewa Day
Watford. It goes without saying without the school
staff it would be very hard for all of us to carry on
as normal.
We are a charity helping the local community
since the beginning of the pandemic. We have a
food bank located at Holywell Community Centre
in Watford. And we are here to support you and
the families for any food requirements".

Last day of Term - 21st July
Back to School - 2nd September

ARBOR
We would like to politely remind all parents/carers
of the importance of downloading Arbor.
We have been using Arbor for just over a year and
its our tool to share communication with all
parents/carers, including;
Letters for Parents/Carers
Communication from staff
Details on upcoming trips
Details on payments needed (milk, school
dinners)
Parent consultation booking
COVID 19 Updates
You can also update your personal information
including change of addresses, emails, contact
numbers etc so we have the right information to
contact you regarding your child(ren).
Having an up to date email address is essential to
ensure you are getting all our school
communications.

END OF TERM AWARDS
Ashton Award - EYFS
Fatiha (Pear) - She has made incredible progress since the start of Reception, is a great friend to others and puts 100% into
everything she does.
Slade Award KS1 - Years 1, 2 & 3
Dhruv (Oak Y3) - He is always an exceptional role model of our Laurance Haines triangle values to his peers.
Lassman Award KS2 - Year 4, 5 & 6
Tabarak (Palm Y4)
Tabarak has an incredible attitude towards her learning. Throughout the year, including whilst working from home, she has
listened carefully, always tried her best and is eager to hear feedback to improve and make progress. She displays a love of
learning and an enthusiasm for discovering new things. She is a role model to others and is a joy to teach.
RWI Award
Ayaan (Elm Y1)
He has made brilliant progress in Read, Write inc. He has been learning the sounds and practising decoding and segmenting
skills. As a result he moved up 4 RWI groups over lockdown.
Platt Reading Award
Charlie (Yes Y3)
Charlie has excelled through the book banks and is reading chapter books! He reads every single day and has such
enthusiasm and passion for books, he is so inspiring to the rest of the class and encourages others to read more! Charlie has
shown such resilience through difficult times and has used reading as a support for himself.
Maureen Leo Special Lunch Award
Saaiq (Elder Y1) and Runako (Yew Y3)
They are always polite to the kitchen staff when they are serving them. Every day their manners are amazing and Candi is so
proud of them.
Ridyard Eco Award
Alexia (Palm Y4)
Alexia is really passionate about plastic waste, wants to make a difference and speaks extremely emotively to her class about
it.
Jean Branning Wellbeing Award
Erin (Palm Y4)
Erin is such a caring, thoughtful pupil who always looks out for the well-being of others. She has a good understanding of
feelings and how they may affect someone's behaviour , she listens to others with genuine empathy and is forever doing little
acts of kindness around the classroom. She is a great friend and someone who can always be relied on to be honest,
understanding and kind.
For information on what each award means, click here.

MEET OUR GOVERNORS
My name is Becky Makinson and I am a co-opted
governor on the local governing body for Laurance
Haines. As a child I attended our school and have many
fabulous memories of my time here, including dressing
up as a birthday cake at Laurance Haines 10th Birthday
celebrations when the school was just 10 years old!

After attending University, I worked as an actress,
touring the world with different shows, and even
appearing in a film with Gary Oldman which was great
fun!
When I moved back to Watford 17 years ago, I knew
that I wanted my children to attend Laurance Haines
where I had had such a wonderful experience myself.
Since then, all four of my children have been students
here with my youngest child currently in Year 6.
Seven years ago, I started working here at Laurance
Haines as the display coordinator and resources
assistant. It didn't take long for me to realise that I
loved working with children and started on my path to
becoming a fully qualified teacher. For the last 3 years I
have taught in Year 5 and am the school's Music
subject lead enjoying organising our Harvest festivals,
Christmas Carol concerts and our summer concert,
Proms in the Playground.

MRS BALL & MR GRAY
ARE ON THEIR WAY...TO
LONDON!
You may have seen Mrs Ball and Mr Gray running in the
local area over the last few weeks and that is because
they have started their training to run the London
Marathon on Sunday 3rd October 2021. Both Mrs Ball
and Mr Gray have been inspired by the incredible work
The Watford Salvation Army do for our school and local
community and the wonderful support they have been to
our families through some of the most challenging times
over the past year. The Salvation Army don’t just help
people in unprecedented times; they are always there to
support people through times of hardship, and they
really do go out of their way to help. So it’s time to say a
big thank you and Mrs Ball and Mr Gray are going
LARGE!
Since they have started training, they have run a
collective 137 miles and they are not stopping there!
They predict that they will run over 2000 training miles
between them from now until October and they are
going to need some serious motivation to get them
through it! We are calling upon our community to
support them with some ideas we have to keep us all
super fit and healthy and hopefully be good for
fundraising too.
We would love for you to get involved in the following
events:
Challenge week - where our children can sponsor
Mrs Ball and Mr Gray to complete challenges
Half term Community Marathon
Bake Sales and Sporty non-uniform days
Dates and much, much more to follow...
Please take some time to look at their Just Giving page
and should you wish to donate we thank you in advance.
You can follow Mrs Ball and Mr Gray's training runs
through the Just Giving page as they will be linking their
Strava pages too.
Please follow their journey and given them plenty of
encouragement on the following social media streams.
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