NEWSLETTER
WELCOME

5TH FEBRUARY 2021

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING

Dear Laurance Haines Family,

Taken over by Mrs Goss

Thank you to you all for the constant stream of well-wishes
over the last few weeks. Despite my constant
communication with school team whilst I have been
working remotely, it has been great to be back in school
today to see the children and staff. To all of you at home, it
has given me great pleasure to see the constant stream of
exciting learning and progress that you are making. Keep
up the simply brilliant effort to remain connected as a
school community and committed to your learning. I would
also like to thank Mrs Ball for stepping in to lead the school
in my absence.

I am so excited to have had the chance to really delve into
all the lovely art pieces the chidlren of Laurance Haines have been
creating over the last few weeks. Twitter is alive with all sorts of
exciting and different projects and pieces – it’s like our very own mini
gallery! Thank you to all children, staff, parents, carers and any other
family members who have got involved to bring it altogether – we
are, as always, extremely grateful for your support.

Our team continue to enhance our remote learning offer,
with our curriculum broadening and children and staff
across the school becoming proficient with the technology.
These essential skills will be hugely supportive for the
children beyond their school years. We continue to provide
bespoke training for staff around the functionalities of
Tapestry and the Google Classroom. However, what has
been truly exciting to see is how the year group teams are
sharing their new learning with each other. A great
example for our children to follow.
This week, the Early Years team were virtually visited by a
team of advisers from Herts for Learning. The advisers
shared conversations with staff, children and some of our
parents. Through these conversations and further scrutiny
they were able to share some brilliant feedback with me
and Miss Rose, our Early Years Lead. This feedback was
focused around the efforts of the team to enhance the
learning environments, the parental engagement through
tapestry and the further strengthening of our safeguarding
processes. Essentially, our children are receiving an
excellent start to their journey at Laurance Haines, and the
positive and supportive relationships built between staff,
children and parents is at the core of the process.
Next week is our final week of the half term. We will be
celebrating feeling good week in school and across our
remote offer. Beyond half term, we will be offering
opportunities for all parents to speak with teachers about
the remote learning offer and how we might be able to
support you further. More information will follow next week.
In the meantime, keep up the brilliant work.
Mr Gray
Headteacher

While art may be more of a challenge without the usual resources to
hand, you haven’t let us down in the Laurance Haines community.
We have adapted and been even more creative with how we can
make art. Reception took full opportunity to get creative in the snow
and made some wonderful snowmen! They also used their skills to
make bird feeders and draw and collage their favourite arctic
animals. Year 1 got creative by making their own rockets and
utilised YouTube tutorials to create 3D aliens. Space-tastic! Year 2
have been making alternative uses for their groceries by creating
some ‘foodscapes’ ala Carl Warner and also have been inspired by
Giuseppe Arcimboldo, putting together their own recreations of his
famous fruit and veg faces. We saw everything from beautifully
detailed drawings, to collage, to actual fruit and veg arranged into
faces! Truly inspiring stuff.
Year 3 have linked their artistic skills to RE – creating some stunning
examples of stained glass windows and some innovative looking
Mosques. They were also challenging themselves in Jigsaw to draw
doves – with excellent results. Well done to you all! Year 4 put their
artistic skills to the test when they had a go at drawing their own
‘Nowhere Emporium Shop’ – really imaginative outcomes, Year 4!
Year 5 have created some intricate spider webs from Charlotte’s
Web and turned their hand to graffiti – in the best way possible –
producing a Banksy style artwork and ‘tagging’ it with their name.
Year 5 also looked at how to express their emotions through
creativity this week during Children’s Mental Health Week. Lastly, in
Year 6, we have been continuing with our Gallery Rebels topic –
looking at The Impressionists. The children put together some
beautiful still life compositions and photographed them at different
times of day to observe how the light changes in the image. They
have also created their own versions of colour wheels which were
imaginative and striking.
I was also really inspired and humbled by the work produced
for our first Switch Off Friday a couple of weeks ago. The children’s
ideas about what their future world would look like were stunning and
full of hope – what more could we want from this next generation of
eco-warriors and artists. Well done to everyone who took part – it’s
not too late if you still want to participate.
Please also look out for upcoming information on The Great
Big Art Exhibition – set up by Anthony Gormley and running all the
way into April. A great chance for children and adults alike to get
creative and show us and the world what you can create!

HERTS FEELING GOOD WEEK

SWITCH OFF FRIDAY

2020 has been a challenging year for many people,
and we know children and young people have had to
manage a lot of changes, both in terms of their day to
day life and their school life.

This week it is Children's mental health week and the
theme is 'Express Yourself'.

This year, Feeling Good Week 2021 will support the
children with tools they can use to support good mental
health and emotional wellbeing.
We will be focusing on the stories The Colour Monster,
The Huge Bag of Worries and The Very Hungry Worry
Monster to explore emotional literacy and strategies for
the children to use.We will also be re-visiting e-safety
for the children. The children will be invited to wear
green on Friday 12th for Calm and the green zone

How do you express your thoughts, ideas and feelings
creatively? Perhaps you do it through art, dance,
writing, drama or photography?
Mrs Makinson, our music subject lead, loves to express
herself though music. This week, as part of our Switch
Off Friday, Mrs Makinson will be teaching us how to
make a musical instrument that we can play along to all
our favourite tunes! Could you make some for your
family too and form a band?
We would love to see your pictures and videos!
Remember to tweet them using the hastag #musicLHS

EARLY YEARS INSPECTION
On Thursday, our Early Years department (Nursery
and Reception) had an inspection.
Our Early Years team were given an opportunity to
showcase the very best of Laurance Haines today with
Herts for Learning Advisors. Miss Rose and the team
were able to demonstrate the great progress that has
been made across the phase in recent months. This
was supported by some incredible feedback from
parents who spoke positively about the experiences
their children are given and the support that is always
available.
Our youngest children are getting a quite brilliant start
to their Laurance Haines journey thanks to the
continued commitment of the team. Well done to all
involved.

"For our PE switch off Friday, Mrs Senior (Year 6) will
be inviting the children to make their own physical and
mental well-being boxes.
"I will be encouraging the children to fill their box with
anything that will boost their happiness during this
tricky time away from school. This can be anything
from their favourite book to a special (healthy!) snack,
and also a chance to create their own workout or
obstacle course. I look forward to seeing what the
children create!"

We are still accepting applications for our nursery,
closing date is 26th February 2021.

PARENT CONSULTATIONS
During the week following half term, there will be an
opportunity for parents to book a consultation with their
child's teacher.
These sessions are intended to be a supportive
conversation to check-in with families and to support
parents as they home school and also to provide any
additional information.
More information will be provided in the coming days
including how to book a session on Arbor.

DAILY MILE FOR CAPTAIN SIR
TOM MOORE 1920 - 2021
In honour of our gratitude and respect for the amazing
fundraising efforts by Captain Sir Tom Moore and to
to honour his passing; the children and staff at the
school are dedicating Thursday's daily mile in his
memory.
Captain Sir Tom Moore was a British Army Officer
who served during the second world war, he later
became an instructor in the armoured warfare.

REMOTE LEARNING
Thank you to everyone for adapting to remote
learning. We appreciate this is a new way of working
and we hope that the children are all getting value
from the hard work being put in by the staff.
We are extremely proud of the high number of
children participating every day and hope we can
soon achieve 100%.

On the 6th April 2020, at the age of 99, he began
walking lengths of his garden in aid of the NHS
Charities Together campaign. His aim was to raise
£1000 by his 100th birthday.
On the morning of his 100th birthday, 30th April, the
total raised had passed £30million! His birthday was
celebrated by the nation which included flypasts by
the Royal Air Force.
Captain Sir Tom Moore was knighted by the Queen
on 17th July 2020 and sadly passed on 2nd February
2021.
Thank you Captain Sir Tom Moore for your historic
contribution to the NHS and the inspiration that you
gave others.

TECHNOLOGY DONATIONS
Supporting our families to get up and running has
been a main focus for us over recent weeks and we
continue to increase engagement with every bit of
technology that we get out to families.
If anyone in the school community is able to donate a
device (laptop/chromebook/tablet) please contact the
school office.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Feeling Good Week - 8th - 12th February
E safety Day - 9th February
Non Uniform Day - 12th February
Half Term - 15th - 19th February
Parent Consultations - 22nd - 26th February
World Wildlife Day - 3rd March

Each donation is supporting a child to remain
connected with their peers and teachers, and to
access all-important online learning. Each donation
also supports the school to limit the academic gap
between the disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged
that is being further highlighted through these times.
On behalf of the family and the school community,
thank you.

SCHOOL OFFICE
The school office is closed to all parents/visitors unless by appointment only. For any
enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email the school office:
admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

NURSERY ADMISSIONS

MEET OUR GOVERNORS

Admissions are managed by Laurance Haines
School. The application process for Nursery
admissions for September 2021 will take place in
Spring 2021 term.

Hello my name is Monika Delginova, I am part of the
support staff team and the sustainability governor at
Laurance Haines School.

Applications for 15 hours and 30 hours provision for
eligible families are welcome.
Parents who would like to apply for a Nursery place
for September 2021 may call the office to book to
view the school in the Spring term.
Deadline for applications is Friday 26th February
2021.

I was born in the Czech Republic and have been in West
Watford for 17 years and now feel like a local! I have
been part of the LHS family for 12 years and my twins
enjoyed coming to school here as well. I started my
journey in Foundation Stage and am now an HLTA,
working across all year groups teaching whole classes. I
am pleased and proud to represent my colleagues on the
Laurance Haines governing board.
My passions are the environment and sustainable living.
When I came to LHS there was no recycling in place at
all! Everything grows from a small seed! I began a
campaign to change Laurance Haines to an ECO school
and we have just achieved our second Green Flag award
for excellence in environmental education, of which I am
very proud. Our journey does not stop there. My ambition
for school is that we continue to embed ECO practices
and become a leader in environmental education in
schools both locally and nationally.

PUPIL PREMIUM
If your personal circumstances have changed recently you
may be eligible for Pupil Premium.

‘I believe that at even ‘one person can change the world
for the better’ and I hope to inspire the children I work
with to be that person.

You're entitled to this extra help if you're eligible for free
school meals or if you get:
Child Tax Credit, payable at a higher rate than the family
element (more than £547.50)
Working Tax Credit
Housing Benefit
Council Tax Support (not including second adult rebate)
Universal Credit with annual earned income of no more
than £7,400 (for 100% music help) or £15,000 (for 50%
music help) after tax and not including any benefits you get.
To check if you are eligible you can apply online here.
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