NEWSLETTER
WELCOME
Happy New Year to our Laurance Haines family.
This is certainly not the way we'd have all hoped to start 2021.
However, in the space of the last few days, I am sure you
have all felt the community spirit across the school in
response to the latest national lockdown. There is no doubt
that we would rather have every child back in school, but with
the increased risk and transmission rates with coronavirus,
home is the safest place for our children.
Our team have been working day and night to launch our
improved offer of remote learning, which we hope will provide
your children with fun and engaging learning experiences,
opportunities to remain connected with their teachers and
peers and, importantly, support you to keep a familiar routine
at home. We are very pleased that in the first week we have
managed to work with families to support 86% of children to
access the remote learning, either from home or, for a few,
from in school. Reaching this milestone has required a great
effort from staff and parents alike. It is clear that we are
aiming to get 100% of our children accessing education by the
middle of next week so I would urge any parents who have
not yet managed to support their child to access the learning
to contact the school team so that we can help with any
technical queries you might have. All of our children are
entitled to access their learning despite not being in school.
Our experiences from the first lockdown remind us that
unfortunately our families may be finding themselves in times
of hardship. Please know that we are here to support you in
any way that we can. We have our Pastoral Support Line is
available for you to call should you need to - 07960 014104.
It is imperative for your children that we remain connected
with you as a family over the coming weeks. We shall support
one another and look forward to a better future.

Mr Gray
Headteacher

8TH JANUARY 2021

SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
Learning never stops at Laurance Haines! Despite the
challenges we have faced to switch from school
learning to remote learning we are doing the best we
can to provide your children with high quality learning
that will support their growth both academically as
well as emotionally.
In Nursery and Reception the children have been
learning about Winter and also learning about the
number 0. Children inside and outside of school have
been investigating ice: how it feels and how it looks.
The children in Year 1 are leaning all about space
and have been writing about astronauts.
In Year 2 Reading has been the theme and children
have enjoyed a selection of stories and completed
activities around the books.
Year 3 have been continuing their work on their topic
Predator and have designed some excellent posters
about crocodiles, alligators and owls.
Year 4 have continued their work around their topic
the Blue Abyss and have been working on reading
skills.
The children in Year 5 have been exploring Mini
Beasts. They have been hunting outside to find them
in the wild and recording their findings and classifying
the different creatures.
Year 6 have been learning about Art Rebels and are
starting an art sketchbook to learn about 20th Century
artists.
Please use Twitter to upload your child’s work from
home. It is wonderful to see all the amazing learning
that is going on.

SAFEGUARDING YOUR CHILD
ON GOOGLE CLASSROOM
We are working hard to ensure that Google Classroom is a
safe online resource for the children at Laurance Haines.
Please be aware of the following items:
Its wonderful to see so many of the children attending
however entry to the Google Meets will be denied for any
non Laurance Haines account even if it is a child
During the Google Meets, cameras must be turned on to
safeguard who is attending, so that there can be an
attendance taken and so staff can interact and connect
as much as possible
Unfortunately staff can not respond to emails sent from
the Google account. If you wish to speak to your child's
teacher via email please use the normal school email and
they will be happy to help
We are working hard to ensure that the virtual Google
Meets are secure however children are still accessing the
meet before and after the session. We understand that
children really need time to talk and staff are working to
build that in during the day safely. In the meantime please
notify the teacher your child accesses a classroom with a
staff member by email or by calling school and take your
child off immediately.

ONLINE AFTER SCHOOL
CODING CLUB
IA new after school coding club starts next Friday (15th
January) for Laurance Haines children in years 3, 4, 5 & 6.
For full details please see email being sent today which can
also be found here.

OFSTED PARENT VIEW
Laurance Haines School is extremely proud of the hard
work, dedication and communication that the school
community have offered during this new lockdown period.
We are all working hard to ensure that we help as many
children as possible to learn remotely via our live
classrooms, ensuring we provide a high level of education
even through they are not physically in the school.
We are very grateful for all the positive feedback our
childrens, parents/carers have given to our staff over the
last week, which we have no doubt will continue over the
upcoming term.
We would love to encourage our parents/carers to share
their positive feedback and thoughts with Oftsed. You can
do this here.

PUPIL PREMIUM
If your personal circumstances have changed recently you
may be eligible for Pupil Premium.
You're entitled to this extra help if you're eligible for free
school meals or if you get:
Child Tax Credit, payable at a higher rate than the family
element (more than £547.50)
Working Tax Credit
Housing Benefit
Council Tax Support (not including second adult rebate)
Universal Credit with annual earned income of no more
than £7,400 (for 100% music help) or £15,000 (for 50%
music help) after tax and not including any benefits you get.
To check if you are eligible you can apply online here.

DISABILITY LIVING ALLOWANCE
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) is the main benefit for
children under 16 with a condition or disability.
DLA helps to meet the extra costs that might occur as a
result of a child's disability.
Follow the link for information on how to claim DLA
mobility component for children with autism or a learning
disability. In addition, see valuable tips on how to
complete the DLA application form.

SCHOOL OFFICE
As outlined in our re-opening plan, the school office remains closed to parents/visitors
unless by appointment only, For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email
the school office: admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

MEET OUR GOVERNORS
Many of you will know me from when I worked in the
Laurance Haines admin team. Many children will
remember me because I used to run a boardgame club
every lunch time.
I currently have 2 children at Laurance Haines School
and one at Croxley Danes School. I was first elected
as a parent governor at Laurance Haines School in
May 2014, and then began to volunteer in the office
from September 2014, whilst my youngest child was in
nursery.
In September 2015, I began to work part-time at the
school, managing the whole-school resources budget
and also doing the library admin. This part-time role
allowed me to understand the budgetary constraints
which a school has to manage. I continued in my role
as the pupil premium governor, whilst working part-time
at the school.
This governance role is in place to ensure that schools
use their pupil premium grant according to government
guidelines, to enable the most vulnerable children in
our schools to have equivalent opportunities to their
peers. It is something very close to my heart. I believe
that everyone should have a fair chance.
In September 2016, I was then employed as Clerk to
the governing board and the Trust. This meant that I
had to resign as a governor, but while I did this role, it
enabled me to develop an excellent understanding of
school policies, of governance and governance admin.
I worked part-time in the Laurance Haines Admin team
until July 2019, doing many jobs, including the website,
social media, ordering resources, helping with school
applications, covering Reception many afternoons, and
by far, one of my favourite roles was running the
aforementioned boardgame club for the children during
lunch time.

I left LHS in July 2019 to take on a full-time reception,
admin and marketing job at Watford Women's Centre,
which supports our community in many ways, including
working with Laurance Haines to offer parents and carers
unique adult learning opportunities.
I continued to support Laurance Haines as a volunteer, by
doing the social media and newsletters until April 2020. I
also regularly support the LHS PTA, and enjoy helping at
discos, where you will usually find me doing tattoos for
the children, who I love to say “hi” to, when I see them!In
December 2019, I was elected as a parent governor at
LHS again, and last term,
I took on the role of Pupil Premium Governor again, and
will also be responsible for auditing the school website to
ensure that it meets DfE requirements.I have a BA in
Tourism Management, and a keen interest in world
geography.
I love researching genealogy in my spare time, and have
managed to trace back at least 6 generations of family on
all sides! I also enjoy logical grid puzzles, boardgames
and card games.

JOIN US AT LAURANCE HAINES SCHOOL

NURSERY ADMISSIONS
Admissions are managed by Laurance Haines
School. The application process for Nursery
admissions for September 2021 will take place in
Spring 2021 term.

RECEPTION ADMISSION
DEADLINE FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY

Applications for 15 hours and 30 hours provision for
eligible families are welcome.

To apply for your child(ren) place at Laurance Haines
School for Reception starting in September 2021,
please ensure that you have submitted your online
application by Friday 15th January 2021.

Parents who would like to apply for a Nursery place
for September 2021 may call the office to book to
view the school in the Spring term.

Find out more about our school in our new video.

Deadline for applications is Friday 26th February
2021.
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