NEWSLETTER
WELCOME
As we approach the end of 2020, I know that the Lauranace
Haines family will be reflecting on the challenges we have
faced as individuals and as a community. Our most important
function as a school is to provide a safe space for our children
to discover who they are and who they want to become,
providing a better future for all. With the school closed to most
this year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this has been
challenged greatly. We have had to develop different ways of
working, which has demanded innovation from members of
our school team and patience and resilience from parents and
children. I believe that we should all feel proud of the fact that
we have supported each other through difficult moments. We,
as always, are immensely proud of the way the children have
coped with the time away from school, the reintegration back
in to the rhythms of the school day and the commitment to
being back on track with academically. Despite the physical
distance between us throughout the year, I hope that you
share in the feeling of closeness and connection as a
community.
We head in to the final week of term knowing that we must
continue to follow our risk assessments and guidelines to
ensure the safety of all. Please support us by keeping your
child in isolation if they or any member of the household are
experiencing key symptoms, continue to socially distance at
pick up and drop off and please do wear a mask. In school,
the staff continue to work tirelessly to ensure the children in
each bubble are kept separate and that they follow the very
clear personal hygiene expectations, including the regular
washing of hands. At this crucial stage of the term, we must
continue to prioritise the safety of all and protect the
Christmas break, which will provide such a well-deserved rest
for our staff and children. Thank you in advance to you all.
Whether you will be celebrating Christmas or not, from
everyone at Laurance Haines, we wish you a safe and restful
break and look forward to seeing you in the New Year.
Merry Christmas!
Mr Gray
Headteacher

11TH DECEMBER 2020

SPOTLIGHT 'TAKE OVER' BY
OUR R.E LEADER MISS ALI
Another really busy fortnight in school and the weeks
seem to be flying by. It is now December and it is
great to see some of the things that the classes have
been preparing for Christmas.
The Advent boogie being the first thing I add to my
reminders each week. Thank you, Mrs Goss, for
organizing this and I hope that this daily celebration
will continue to bring a little Christmas cheer to
everyone in the lead-up to Christmas. Deco day
decorations are up and looking fantastic as ever,
children have shown an interest in this year’s theme
of Recycling, up-cycling, and reusing what we have to
create this year’s Deco day decorations.
This term across the school children have been
enjoying the various immersive routes that teachers
have taken for R.E. I have thoroughly enjoyed seeing
all the hands-on learning experiences shared via
Twitter. In Year 2, there have been some fantastic
interactive discussions and practical learning with
Mrs. Shan who has taught the two classes about
Ablution and prayer. In the Muslim religion, this is an
essential part of their faith and is believed to cleanse
and purify the body. Following on from this, Year 2
were also shown how they pray in the Muslim religion
and its value as it is one of the five pillars. Well done
Year 2!
In November, as a school we celebrated Diwali. Year
5 spent time making kalakand (Indian mithai sweets).
Diwali is the Hindu, Jains and Sikh celebration of
light; special foods and sweets are enjoyed and
exchanged with friends and family. And what bigger
family is there other than our own LHS family! Year 5
carefully followed instructions on how to make this
sweet and left it to cool meanwhile creating vibrant
rangoli patterned boxes for packing up their sweets.
Other incredible Diwali celebrations include making
Diwa lamps in reception and holding a Puja
celebration in Year 4.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Lunch & Mufti Day
Friday 18th December - End of Term - Early finish from
1.40pm - 2pm

FRIDAY 18TH
LAST DAY OF TERM
We are breaking up on Friday 18th December for the
Christmas period.

Tuesday 5th January - Return to school for all students.

Can all parents/carers please ensure they collect promptly
between 1.40pm and 2pm.

REMINDERS FOR PARENTS

SCHOOL MILK

Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Lunch and Mufti
day, children are able to come in non school uniform,
including Christmas jumpers.
Don't forget the £1 contribution to support the PTA's
fundraising.
School Dinners - Can parents/carers please check they
have paid all outstanding dinner debts before Friday 18th
December. If you have any problems, please contact the
school office for assistance.

The cost of milk for the Spring term is £16.20 per child.
If you would like your child to have milk then payment is
to be made on Arbor by Wednesday 16th December.
However, please note the following arrangements apply:
Milk is free for all children in Nursery, and those in
Reception who were born after 27th March 2016.
Milk is also free for children in KS1 & KS2 who receive
Free School Meals (this does not include children who
receive Universal Infant Free School meals)..

COVID - 19 - All parents/carers must still contact the school
during the Christmas break should anyone in your
household or someone that has been in contact with a
member of your household, have a positive COVID test.
Please contact Mr Gray on head@lhaines.herts.sch.uk The
school will be continuing to work during the break to ensure
that we continue with the track and trace requirements to
keep everyone safe.

DISABILITY LIVING ALLOWANCE
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) is the main benefit for
children under 16 with a condition or disability.
DLA helps to meet the extra costs that might occur as a
result of a child's disability.
Follow the link for information on how to claim DLA
mobility component for children with autism or a learning
disability. In addition, see valuable tips on how to
complete the DLA application form.

POPPY APPEAL
Thank you to everyone in our school community for
supporting The Poppy Appeal.
We are thrilled to announce that this year we raised
£475.37!

SCHOOL OFFICE
As outlined in our re-opening plan, the school office remains closed to parents/visitors
unless by appointment only, For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email
the school office: admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

MAYORS VISIT

MEET OUR GOVERNORS

We have recently been re-accredited with the Eco
Schools Green Flag Award, an internationally
recognised award for excellence in environmental
action and learning.

Hi, I'm Olivia Gunner. You will all know me as the Year
2 teacher and KS1 Phase Leader, but you may not
know that I am also a Teacher Governor and have
been for 4 years.

The school was first accredited the award in 2018 and
Laurance Haines Eco Warriors have worked extremely
hard over the past two years to achieve
reaccreditation.

I love being able to support the school community in a
different way, where I can ensure that our children are
always getting the best experiences. This also provides
me with opportunities to be the voice of the KS1 team
during governor meetings.

On Monday 30th November Watford Mayor, Peter
Taylor, visited our school to help us celebrate our
achievement. He met with the Eco Warriors via Zoom
meeting and they shared some ideas and simple
changes that will, hopefully, make Watford an even
more eco-friendly town.

It has been great to meet and get to know more
members of the community and those in the wider
Trust team through my role. I look forward to the
coming 4 years!

The children gifted the Mayor with two recycling boxes;
one for crisp packet recycling and another one for
writing instruments recycling.
Ms Delginova said "I am extremely proud of all the
children and the way they represented Laurance
Haines".
Thank you to Ms Delginova, our Eco Lead for all your
hard work.

ABSENCES
If your child is unable to attend school, please
telephone
01923
233146
or
email
sickness@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

It is essential to advise the school if your child or
family member of your household is suspected or
confirmed as having COVID-19.

JOIN US AT LAURANCE HAINES SCHOOL

NURSERY ADMISSIONS

EARLY YEARS TOURS

Admissions are managed by Laurance Haines
School. The application process for Nursery
admissions for September 2021 will take place in
Spring 2021 term.

We would like to invite all parents/carers to watch our
school video released this week. We hope this gives
everyone in our school community and those looking
to join us a great insight into how we are preparing
our children for a better future.

Applications for 15 hours and 30 hours provision for
eligible families are welcome.
Parents who would like to apply for a Nursery place
for September 2021 may call the office to book to
view the school in the Spring term.
Deadline for applications is Friday 26th February
2021.

Our Head Teacher, Mr Gray, has a message for all
parents/carers who are looking to join our school in
the next academic year.
You can now follow our Nursery and Reception
classes on Twitter
@ReceptionLHS
@NurseryLHS
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