NEWSLETTER
WELCOME
Over the past week, our Early Years children and team have
been in isolation following a confirmed case for a member of
staff. With the support of Public Health and the details set out
in our risk assessment, we were able to safely guide the Early
Years team to isolate and, as yet, have avoided any further
spread. Despite the interruptions for children, parents and
staff, this provided our first opportunity since the school
closures earlier in the year to provide our children with a
broad offer of remote learning. We were really impressed by
the levels of engagement from the children, who took part in
learning across the curriculum, responding to videos, tasks
and personal prompts. We must congratulate all of the
parents and staff for showing such collaboration and
connection through a difficult week. Thank you to all of the
parents too for their all-important feedback - this will help
shape our remote learning offer in the event of us having to
close another bubble. Welcome back to all of you.
This week has also provided us with another first, hosting our
parent consultation meetings online and over the phone. We
appreciate that nothing will quite replicate the experience of
being in school and speaking with teachers face-to-face.
However, we trust you were able to get a good summary of
your child's academic progress, social development and
general wellbeing in school. The children continue to show
such resilience following quite a remarkable year and are
engaging with exciting learning across the curriculum, making
progress in many areas. As we approach December, many of
our children and families will of course be excited about
Christmas and the festivities that are an important part of life
in school.
There are many restrictions in place to ensure our safety
during these times of Covid-19, which will limit our usual ways
of celebrating. However, we will be protecting all that we can
of this part of the school calendar, with children still taking part
in Deco Day, our Early Years Nativity performances (which
will be shared via zoom) and our Christmas lunch.
Here's to a joyous end of term and end of the year for all of
the Laurance Haines family!
Mr Gray
Headteacher
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SPOTLIGHT ON LEARNING
Over the past two weeks, there have been some
incredible experiences for the children at Laurance
Haines.
The Early Years got really stuck into some fundraising
for Children in Need and washed several of the staff
cars. Children in Year 1 have been thinking hard to
make strong dens for woodland animals. In Year 2,
the children have been getting ready for Hollywood
and practising their acting skills when acting out
scenarios that may include bullying.
This formed part of some wider work across the
school during Anti-Bullying week. You may have
noticed the blue ribbons tied to the metal fences as
you walk into school. These carry messages or
kindness, togetherness and solidarity. Children in
Year 3 have been making bird feeders using seeds
and fats and learnt about the importance of birds
having the right nutrients over the winter months.
In Year 5, the children have been busy writing their
biographies and even had Marcus Rashford tweet
them back! Children in Year 6 have learnt a ‘long
division rap’ to help them to remember all the steps
for using the written method for division. In addition
to all these wonderful experiences, children across
the school have been experiencing using ‘Now Press
Play’.
Now Press Play is an interactive experience using
wireless headphones which plunges the children into
the world of their topic and brings the curriculum to
life. At Laurance Haines we are never defeated and if
we can’t take the children out to experience the world
around them, then we will bring those experiences to
them in the best way we can!
There is everything from the Stone Age to Mental
maths, from a Mission to Mars and Climate Change!

JOIN US AT LAURANCE HAINES SCHOOL

NURSERY ADMISSIONS

EARLY YEARS TOURS

Admissions are managed by Laurance Haines
School. The application process for Nursery
admissions for September 2021 will take place in
Spring 2021 term.

We would like to invite all parents/carers to watch our
school video released this week. We hope this gives
everyone in our school community and those looking
to join us a great insight into how we are preparing
our children for a better future.

Applications for 15 hours and 30 hours provision for
eligible families are welcome.
Parents who would like to apply for a Nursery place
for September 2021 may call the office to book to
view the school in the Spring term.
Deadline for applications is Friday 26th February
2021.

Our Head Teacher, Mr Gray, has a message for all
parents/carers who are looking to join our school in
the next academic year.
You can now follow our Nursery and Reception
classes on Twitter
@ReceptionLHS
@NurseryLHS

SCHOOL OFFICE
As outlined in our re-opening plan, the school office remains closed to parents/visitors
unless by appointment only, For any enquiries, please telephone 01923 233146 or email
the school office: admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

CHRISTMAS CARDS
We would like to advise the school community to
establish a safe Christmas card routine.
Cards can only be brought in for other members
of the same class
Cards are only to be brought in during the week of
Monday 7th to Friday - 11th December 2020.
Pupils are to post their own cards into their ‘class
postbox’. Cards are not to be left with the school
office or handed to any adult, even if in their
class.
On the afternoon of Wednesday 16th December,
following on from an appropriate quarantining
period, one class adult will distribute all cards
from their class postbox to their pupils, having
suitably sanitised their hands first. Pupils will be
allowed to open them in school (if they wish) and
will then bring them home the same day.

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Christmas Lunch will be taking place on Wednesday
16th December. The children will have their
Christmas lunch in their classrooms with the staff that
support their bubble. Celebrations will continue after
lunch.
We are giving the children the opportunity to have a
mufti day for £1, they are welcome to wear a
Christmas jumper on this day too.
The money raised will be given to our PTA who have
been unable to undertake their normal fundraising this
year for the school.

WATFORD SALVATION ARMY
CHRISTMAS PRESENT APPEAL
Watford Salvation Army are seeking the help of the local
community to ensure that every vulnerable child in
Watford has a present to open Christmas morning.
Due to restrictions with Coronavirus, this year they have
created a brand new Amazon Christmas Present Appeal
Wish Lists. You will be able to quickly and easily donate
toys and gifts that local children will love. You can add a
personal message too!
If you prefer to give through supermarket collection
trollies, these will be open nearer the big day.
2020 has been a difficult year and every child deserves
to end it with a happy Christmas.

BIKEABILITY

MEET OUR GOVERNORS

This week, a number of Year 5 children have been
exploring the local area on two wheels. Young cyclists
from Team Birch and Beech have been honing their skills
on the Level 2 Bikeability course.

Over the next few newsletters our Governors will be
taking them time to introduce themselves to our school
community.

They were taught practical skills and understanding of
how to cycle safely and with confidence on the road.
Despite the chilly mornings and a day of rain, the children
were taken on local roads to get used to cycling in traffic,
used hand signals to communicate with other road users
and negotiating simple junctions. The children looked
super smart with their helmets on and were even spotted
snaking down the road in a single line.
“Bikeability have given us an amazing and fun
experience. We learnt to ride safely on the roads. Our
favourite part was zooming down the hill safely!” Team
Birch
Cycling is a great way to stay healthy and help the
environment at the same. Remember to continue
practising the skills you have learnt during your training!
Thank you to Miss Cheung for all her hard work
organising this wonderful course for Year 5.

We are very pleased to introduce Mike Dobner our
Chair of Governors.
Hello,
My name is Mike Dobner and I am really pleased to be
the Chair of Governors of Laurance Haines School.I
have been Chair since September 2019 when I took
over from Bill Grimwood who had done a great job as
Chair for a number of years.
I taught in secondary schools in Hertfordshire since
1971, starting at Leggatts Way, St Michaels, Joan of
Arc and ending up at Westfield, retiring in 2011. I
taught PE for most of my career but finished as Vice
Principal at Westfield in charge of behaviour, child
protection, children looked after, travellers and
pastoral.
I am married to Jane and have one daughter,
Samantha and two stepsons, Andy and Jon. My life
has been sport and I continue to play cricket for
Langleybury Cricket Club and Hertfordshire Seniors.
I feel that the Governing body of Laurance Haines
should be supportive but in a challenging way and I am
sure you will all agree that the school has done a
excellent job during this extremely difficult time.
We are always looking for new governors and if
anyone is interested my school email address is
chair@lhaines.herts.sch.uk
Mike Dobner
Chair of Governors

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

DECO DAY - 3RD DECEMBER

Monday 30th November - Mayor of Watford visiting.
Thursday 3rd December - Deco Day
Wednesday 16th December - Christmas Lunch & Mufti
Day
Friday 18th December - End of Term 2pm

On Thursday 3rd December, our children across the
school will be undertaking a challenge to make a
weather proof Christmas Decoration. All the
decorations will be hung together on the main building
for display.

CHILDREN IN NEED

We look forward to sharing the photos with you next
week.

A huge well done and thank you to the entire school
community for their fundraising efforts for Children in
Need.

We can confirm we raised a total of
£310!

SAFETY ONLINE
As part of our Anti-Bullying work, children across the
school have been learning about online safety. Like in
recent years, children will be encouraged to speak openly
about their use of technology, and the opportunities and
challenges it provides them with.

SCHOOL VACANCIES
School Business
December 2020

Officer

-

Closing

date

8th
For our children in Year 4 to Year 6, we will be
introducing a new app, 'Ollee' developed by Parent Zone
and Children in Need. We will be sending out more
information next week.

WE HAVE SPACES
We are very proud at Laurance Haines of the amazing,
diverse and inclusive community we have built. We
especially value the positive views that our parents
/carers share with us.

ABSENCES
If your child is unable to attend school, please
telephone
01923
233146
or
email
sickness@lhaines.herts.sch.uk

It is essential to advise the school if your child or
family member of your household is suspected or
confirmed as having COVID-19.

Do you know of anyone in your family, friends or
community with children that are looking to join a school
like ours? If so we have spaces available for more
students across all year groups.
They are very welcome to contact our school office and
arrange a visit to see the wonderful environment your
children are already learning in and help us expand and
enhance our school community even further.

Tel

Twitter

01923 233146
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Facebook

admin@lhaines.herts.sch.uk
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